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T has uniformly been the object of the edi- 
tors of this work to collect from every 
fource, thofe modern difcoveries, which, in 
their opinion, tend to illuftrate the philofophy 
of the human body, or to improve the heal- 
ing art. They are not ignorant that the pro- 


per execution of fuch an undertaking is a tafk | 


to which neither their abilities nor opportuni- 
ties are by any means cqual. They may, 
however, venture to fay, that they have with- 
held neither expenc nor labour, in endeavour- 
ing to render it ufe 21 to the public and credit- 
able to themfelve’ And befides the encour- 
agement, as well as the aid, which they have 
received from many of the moft eminent phyfi- 
cians, the extenfive fale of the Englifh edition 
of their work, and the tranflation of it into 
other languages during a feries of quarterly 
publication, for a period of five years, afford 
them the moft pleafing teflimony of public 
approbation. 

But they are not more proud in having re- 


ccived fuch encouragement than they are anXi- 
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ous to merit the continuance of it. Their 
readers, therefore, may be affured, that, on 
their part, every cffort will be exerted to en- 
creafe and extend the ufefulnefs of this under- 
taking. In endeavouring to accomplifh this, 
they are now furnifhed with aids which the 
former fuccefs of their work could alone pro- 
cure tothem. Thefe aids, they flatter them- 
felves, will not be withdrawn, while they con- 
tinue to deferve them; and they will not be 
more anxious to obtain future affiftance, than 
gratefully fenfible of the favour conferred up- 
onthem. Yet they now find, that without 
unneceflary trouble to themfelves, and perhaps 
alfo to their correfpondents, a particular an- 
{wer cannot be fent to every one who may fa- 
vour them with communications. They ima- 
gine, however, it is unneceflary to give affur- 
ance to any who fhall hereafter honour them 
with affiftance, that a defire to render their 
work ufeful to the public will be the only mo- 
tive which fhall ever determine them with re- 


gard to the {election of materials for their 
publication. 
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COMMENTARIES. 


4n Account of Books. 


Du Pronoftic dans les Maladies Aigues. Par M. 
le Roy, Profeffeur en Medicine au Ludovice de 
Montpellier, Membre de la Societé Royale de la 
meme Ville, de celle de Londres, 8vo. 
Montpellier. 


HE author of the treatife before us, very 
juftly remarks, that an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the principles of prognoftics 
is abfolutely neceffary for every phyfician. For 
it has not only a material influence on the re- 
putation of practitioners, but is alfo a circum- 
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{tance of the ereateft importance in the cure 
or treatment of every diforder. 


The works of Hippocrates on this part or 
medicine are highly extolled by our author, 
the greateft part of his affertions appearing to 
be the refult of experience, and as it were fo 
many faéts noted down by the beds of his pa- 
tients. But although the writings of this 
great man contain an infinite ftore of accu- 

rate obfervations, yet our author is far from 
being fuch a blind admirer, as to be ignorant 
of their being interfperfed with numerous er- 


‘rors, both as to rcafoning and focts. Many of 


his prognoftics cfpecially, are found to be di- 
rectly contrary to daily experience; others arc 
given out in a general way, while they evi- 
dently apply only to particular cafes ; on fome 
occafions prognofics are delivered as certain, 
which experience fhews are only to be confi- 
dered as pofible. We frequently find men- 
tioned as the moit fatal appearances, fymptoms 
which only indicate a very trifling degree of 
danger ; and in other parts of his works, opi- 
nions occur, which, as yet, we have never 
been able rightly to comprehend, from a want 
of acquaintance with the cafes to which they 
appear to have applied. | 
To 
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Toremedythefe defects is the intentionof the 
prefent work. Such prognoftics of Hippocrates 
as are found to be confirmed by experience are 
retained, thofe again which have failed, are 
rejected, and a confiderable number are added 
by our author from his own obicrvation in dif- 
ferent diforders. 


As it is impofhible to analyfe a book of this 
nature fo 2s to give our readers a clear idea 
of the whole, we fhall felect fuch parts as 
appear to be more immediately the refult of 
our author’s own obfervaticn. 


An intermittent pulfe, we are told, if it be 
filrong, is not fuch a dangerous fymptom in 
acute difcafes as by many practitioners we 
might be induced to believe. In old people 
it is feldom even to be confidered as bad, and 
ought not to exclude blood-letting, when, 
from other circumftances, that evacuation ap- 
pears in any degree neceffary. 


Faintings, which occur in acute difeafes, 


are always to be confidered as dangerous, un- 
lefs when, on examination, they appear to have 
proceeded, either from the patient having re- 
mained too long in an upright pofture, or from 
worms, or from bilious collections occafion- 
ing an irritation in the prime vie. 


In 
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In the fecond chapter of the firft feétion 
which treats of difarders of the vifcera, we 
are told, that when a patient in any febrile 
diforder, complains, from time to time, of fcel- 
ing a difagreeable fenfation about his throat, 
as of fomething pafhine from his ftomach to 
his mouth ; and efpecially, when it comes the 
leneth of threatning fuffocation, we may con- 
clude with certainty that there are worms col- 
lected about the fuperior orifice of the ftomach, 
which thus occafion an irritation in the cefo- 
phagus. 

Such inflammatory affections of the breatt 
as occur in the courfe of continued fevers, do 
not in general, we are told, prove fo fatal as 
fimilar affections in the lower belly. This 

ur author fuppoles to be in a great meafure 
owing to the fingular advantages which, in 
fuch diforders of the breaft, commonly accrue 
from expectoration, and which, in thefe dif- 
eafes, he obferves, is the remedy upon which 
nature feems to place the greateft dependence. 

When fpeaking cf delirium as a fymptom 
in fcbrile diforders, our author obferves, that 
it commonly proves favourable when the deli- 
rium appears in nearly the fame degree with. 
the fever, that 1s, when they are augmented or 
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diminifhed with one another. But when the 
pulfe finks, and the patient’s ftrength begins 
to abate, if the delirium cither encreafes, or 


continues only in the fame degree, this, it 1s 


faid, always affords a very unfavourable prog- 
nofis. 


Partial convulfive motions which fometimes 
occur in acute difeafes ; whether in the muf- 
cles of the hands, neck, face, or any other 
part of the body, when at the fame time other 
bad fymptoms occur, almoit always indicate, 
a certain and immediate death. 


When fpeaking of fach critical evacuations 
as occur in febrile diforders, thofe by ttoo! are 


particularly taken notice of. On fome occa- 


fions our author remarks, a diarrhoea proves 
only fymptomatic, and afiords little or no re- 
lief. At other times it produces a complete 
crifis, and frequently again it affords fome 
relief, without however proving altogether 
critical. 


Stools of the colour and appearance of clay, 
give great reafon to fufpect the exiflence of 
worms. When the dif-iarge by ftool appears 
to be fymptomatic, if it be liquid, whether 
it is of a yellow, or grecuith colour, danger 
is then always to be apprehended. 
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Stools of the atrabilious kind, that is, when 
they are liquid, brown, livid, or of a blackifh 
colour, announce almoft immediate death; as 
do thofe with a cadaverous fmell. Such again 
as have a blackifh appearance, from an evi- 
dent mixture of blood, prove commonly fa- 
vourable. In fuch cafes the blood, we are told, 
frequently comes from the nofe, and they are 
therefore often obferved after violent hamar- 


theages from that part. 


Amonz other obfervations which occur on 
the uring wy febrile difeafes, we fhall only tran- 
feribe the following. It has been proved, we 
are told, by experience, that fuch fuppref- 
fions of urine as fometimes occur in acute 
difeafes, do not prove near fo troublcfome as 
4 priori might be expeéted ; end on the con- 
trary, that on fome occatfions they have been 
known to give a complete crifis. In proof of 
this the following cafe is rclated in a note. 


~ 


In the month of May, 1770, our author 


i attended a man with all the fymptoms ct an | 
Ni inflammation in the breaft, a diforder which, 

Hi at that time, generally prevailed. At length 

| the patient was feized with a fuppreflion of 

M urine, which proved an effectual crifis for the 

other complaints. The fuppreffion continued 


for 
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for fome days, during which period it was 
neceflary to introduce the catheter dificrent 
times daily. 


Our author, after treating very fully of the 
doctrine of critical days in fevers, in a great 
meafure denies their influence ; and concludes 
with refpect to them, that it does not appear 
from experience that nature fhews any con- 
ftancy in putting a termination to difeafes on 
fuch days as have commonly been termed cri- 
tical, Hence he thinks it would be a very 
great errur in practice, either to form the 
prognofis, or to fix the method of treatment 
from any confideration with refpeét to thefe 
days. And a practitioner, in order to re- 
culate his conduct on thele two points, with- 
out paying any regard to the period of the 
difeafe, ought to form his opinion folely from 
the appearances, which prefent at the time; 
and particularly from the fever having been 
quick or flow in its progrefs; from the fymp- 
toms announcing a found or difeafed ftate of 
the different vifcera, from the ftrength of the 
patient, and other concomitant circumftances. 


When fpeaking of pleuritic and peripneu- 
monic affections, our author remarks that the 
diforder is always more dangerous, when the 


pains 


. 
| 
+ 
4 
— 


pains occupy the back, and mediaftinum, 
than when the fides are the parts affccted. 
When in pleurify the pein of the fide, and 
the difficulty of breathing, difappear and give 
place to delirium, the greateft danger is then, 
we are told, to be apprehended. 


If in the courfe of a pleurtfy or neripneu- 
mony the patient is fuddenly feized vita fuch 
a difficulty of breathing, as to be obliged to 
fit conftantly in an erect pofturc, if the pre- 
ceding fymptoms have not given reafon to 
fufpect the formation of an abiceis, there will 
be the greateft reafon to prefume that a ferous 
collection has taken place. In confirmation 
of this, a cafe in pointis here related in a 
note, fimilar, we are told, to feveral which 
may be found in Morgagni. 


Our author obferves, that from the autho- 
nity of fome very refpectable writers, an opi- 
rion has of late prevailed, that no dependence 
can he placed in forming a prognofis in pleu- 
rify, on the appearance of the duffy cout of the 
blood. From much expericncee, however, on 
this point he is of a very different opinion, and 
he concludes his remarks with refpect to it, 
with the following obfervations, 
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When the bzffy coat appears on the blood, 
as it very commonly does in every cafe of 
pleurify ; it affords a favourable prognofis if it 
be not very thick, and efpecially if in due time 
a fufficient quantity of ferum be feparated. 


Lut on the contrary, when the dzffy coat oc- 
cupies almoft the whole thicknefs of the mafs 
of blood contained in the cup, when it has 
tranfparency, fuch as te refeimble a jelly, when 
on its furface there appears a variety of fmall 
livid depreffions or cavities, and when, at the 
fame time, little or no ferum is feparated after 
the blood has been evacuated for a due length 
of time; thefe circumftances taken together, 
aiford the grcateft prefumption, that the dif- 
order is foon to terminate fatally. 


From the time of Hippocrates and Galen, 
downwards, a hardnefs in the puife, our author 
obferves, has been confidered as an effential 
fymptom in pleurify, but practitioners, he 
remarks, muft, in order to give credit to fuch 
an aflertion, yield up entirely the effects of 
their own experience, as daily proofs occur 
of the contrary frequently happening in this 
diforder. In many cafes of pleurify, we are 
told, that even from the commencement of the 

difeafe, 
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difeafe, the pulfe inftead of being hard, is 
foft, fmall, and weak, fo that this fymptom 
can never with propriety be introduced into 
the definition of the difeafe. 


When treating of fuppuration, as a confe- 
quence which fometimes fucceeds to the in- 
flammatory ftate of a pleurify, our author re- 
marks, that when the matter collected is fo 
fituated, as to be under the influence of the 
pulfatory motion of the heart, or of the larger 
arterics, the abiccfs, or fwelling on fome oc- 
cafions puts on the appearance of an aneu- 
rifm; and accordingly a cafe of this kind is 
here related ina note, which occurred to our 
author in the courfe of his practice. In giv- 
ing a judgment, therefore, in fuch cafes, other 
circumftances, befides the pulfation, muft be 
particularly attended to. 
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Differtatio Inauguralis Medica de Urinis, quam in 
antiquiffima, ac celeberrima Univerfitate Vindo- 
bonenfi Publice Difquifitioni fubmittit Geor- 
gius Prochafka Lifpicio Moravus. Vienne 
Auftrie, 8vo. 


FiE author of this differtation, after giving 

a general account of urine, proceeds to 

treat more particularly of different circumftances 

concerning that fecretion, He morc efpecially 

treats of the quantity, colour, fmell, and 
depofiiions, obferved to take place from it. 


As the chief new obfervations contained in 
this treatife, feem to be comprehended in the 
laft fe€tion, we fhall confine our analyfis folely 
to that part of the work: it ts entitled, De 
Urine Sedimento Terrefiri, feu fic ditio Cretacco. 


Urine containing this cretacecous matter, 
is, we are told, for fome time after it is paffed, 
of a turbid whitifh appearance, and by degrees 
acquires a natural clearnefs by the earthy par- 
ticles precipitating to the bottom, 
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This precipitation being very ready to hap« 
pen in the bladder itfelf, the urine, which firft 
comes away 1s frequently clear and tranfparent, 
while the reft is very thick and turbid. 


By the addition cf any acid to urine of 
this kind, a folution of the cretaceous fediment 
is produced, attended with a flight efferyef- 
cence, and the liquid ts thereby rendered alto- 
gether tranfparent. But on the contrary, falt 
of tartar being added, a greater degree of 
thicknefs occurs, by the quantity of cretaccous 
Inatter being confiderably encreafcd. 


Urine rendered clear by the addition of an 
acid as above deicribed, on being allowed to 
fettie, affords a quantity of red cryflais which 
adhere to the Ades and bettom of the veffel. 
The figure of theie cryfals, is, we are teld, 
very various, being fometimes cubical, and at 
cther times rhomboida., o: eval. Ther co- 
lour, on fome occafiens, is of a deep red, and 
at other times tacy put on a more dark brown 
appearance, When thrown into water they fink, 
but do not diffolve; neither do they ditlolve 
in faliva, and they are altogether infip:d aiter 
having been once wafhed in water. They rea- | 
daily with a confiderable eflervefcence, 
en bemg added to aqua fortis; end when 
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brought in contact with oil of tartar, they be- 
come white and fall into a powder. 


If to any urine which was either perfectly 
clear when paffed, or which by being poured 
off from its fediment, has been rendered fo, 
there be made an addition of olcum tartart 
per deliquium, the liquor immediately be- 
comes more or lefs turbid, and depofitcs a cre- 
taccous fediment. On being allowed to reft, a 
quantity of cryftals aifo form at the top, and 
on the fides of the veffel, of a whitifh peilucid 
appearance, and of an oblong pointed fhape. 


On thefe cryftals being depofited, and the 
liquor decanted, if any more ojl of tartar be 
added, it does not again become turbid, nor 
dogs any more cretaceous matter feparate and 
fall to the bottom. 


The following are the conclufions which our 
author thinks may be drawn from the preced- 
ing part of the paper. 


1ft. That there is no urine, however clear it 
inay naturally be, which does not contain 
more or lefs of a cretaceous or earthy matter ; 
and that oil of tartar does not fhew fuch a 
degree of affinity with this earthy part of the 
urine, as with the acid ufually prefent in that 


fluid. 
B 2 adly. 
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odiy. That the acid of urine, after being 
feparatcd from thefe earthy particles, forms with 
oil of tartar a neucral falr, which may com- 
monly be procured under the form of white, 
fharp, pellucid cryftals. 


gdly. That in the urine of fome people there 
is fuch a fuperabundance of earthy matter, as 
entirely prevents its folution in the acid na- 
: turally contained in that fluid; and hence is 
: produced that thicknefs, or turbid ftate of 
urine, fo common with many people, together 
with the depofition of a quantity of cretaceous 
matter which follows of courfe. 


athly. That this earthy matter, when con- 
joined with either the acetous, nitrous, or any 
other acid, forms a fpecies of neutral falt, 
commonly obtained in the form of red or 
brown cryftals. 


Hf. Johan. 
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Johan. Wilh. Gulbrand, 34. D. Prattic. Ha- 
vienf. Membr. Ord. Soc. Med. Hav. De Sangui- 
puxu Uterin. Havnie et Lipfie. 


HE, treatife now under our confideration 

is divided into four different feétions. 

The firtt is entitled, Aitiologia Profluviorum San- 

guinis Uterini. ‘the fecond, Phyftologia Proflu- 

viorum Sanguinis Uterini Salutarium., The third, 

Nofologia Hemorrhagie Uterine; and the laft 
treats of the Therapia Haemorrbagia Uterine. 


The menftrual flux, cur author obferves, 
feems evidently intended by nature, for carry- 
ing off thofe quantities of the general mafs of 
fluids, which, during pregnancy, are applicd 
towards the nourifhment of the foetus, and 


which afterwards become neccfiary for a fupply 
of milk to the child. 


A variety of caufes are enumerated by our 
author, as having a tendency, in the female con- 
ftitution, to induce a plechoric ftate of the fyf- 
tem in gencral, without a particular determi- 
nation to the uterus: which, by degrces tak- 
ing off that balance which previouily fubfifted 


B 3 be- 


between the mafs of blood and the furround- 
ing folids, at laft, towards the age of puberty, 
common'y terminates by the appearance of the 
menfes. 

About the period of life when the confti- 
tution is already predifpofed to admit of this 
evacuation, different caufes occur which fre- 
quently accelerate its appearance. In this way 
any preternatural cegree of heat, or fever, or, 
in fhort, whatever tends to quicken’ the circus 
lation, has the moft confiderable influence. 
An inftance is here quoted from Mauriceau, of 
an attack of a tertian intermittent having had 
an evident effect in okt. on fuddenly the 
the meniirual flux. Anger, and cvery other 
emotion of the re we are told, have always 
very powerful effeéts on the ttate of the menfes; 
terror, which not only atts by producing an 
encreafed cireulaticn, but by the fpatm which 
it univerfally occafions over the furface of the 
body, is efpecially productive of this effect. A 
greater nroportion of fluids is thereby ient to 
the internal orgaus, than naturally they fhould 
receive. Two caies are here related bv our 
author, in which the effects of fear aad anger, 
in bringing on the menftrual difcharge, were 
very remarkable. 


Violent 
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Violent exercife, and likewife a heated ftate 
ef the atmofphere, are mentioned as powerful 
eaufes in inducing the periodical flux in wo- 
men, and from this laft circumftance our au- 
thor accounts for the appearance of the menfes 
at a more early period of life with women in 
warm climates than in cold ones. 


Accurious faét is here related, which lately 
occurred to our author in the courfe of his 
practice. In an hofpital, ro which he acts as 
phyfician; a very confiderable number of the 
female patients were fuddenly feized with a 
flow of the menfes: what rendered the occur- 
rence more remarkable, was, that feveral of 
thefe women had for a confiderable time 1a- 
boured under fuppreffions of that difcharge ; 
others had been for fome time taking a variety 
of emenagogues to no purpofe; and in fome 
the menfes appeared, although they had only 
been free from their ufual monthiy return a 
very few days. 


On enquiring into the caufe of this pheno- 
menon, it cou'd not, we aretold, be account- 
ed for in any other manner than from a great 
additional increafe which at that time appeared 
to occur in the weight of the atmofphere ; the 
mefcury in the barometer having reached to 

B 4 a height 
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a height at which it had never been in thefe 
climates before obferved. What this height: 
was however, we are not informed, but it 
is faidto have happened on the 14th of April, 
1776. Atthat time in Britain, according to 
the obfervation made at the houfe of the Royal 
Society in London, the mercury was under 
thirty inches, fo that the great height to which 
our author alludes muft have been merely 
local. 

Febrile diforders, our author remarks, ac 
in three different ways in producine the mene 
ftrual difcaarge ; by debilitating the general 
fyftem, by inducing a relaxed ftate of the fo- 
lids, and by occafioning a more quick circu- 
latior. cf the blocd. Different cafes are here 
related in fupport of the doctrine advanced. 

Independenily of thefe general efficient caufes 
of the menftrual flux, there are others, our 
author remarks, which feem to a¢t more im- 
mediately on the uterus itfelf, and thefe parti- 
cularly are too frequent venereal intercourfe ; 
extraneous bodies, fchirrhous affections of this 
vifcus confined in the uterus; pains and {paf- 
modic affections in the uterus and its different 
blood-veflels. | 
After 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
Hl 


COMMENTARIES, 23 


After an accurate difcuffion of the 
and pathology, our author proceeds to the laft 
fe€tion of the treatife, in which is compres 
hended the /reatment of uterine hemorrhages. 
What ismeant by the term wferine hemorrhuge 18s 
every difcharge of blood from this part of the 
fyftem which feems evidently to hurt the health. 
The caufes in general of this diforder are, 
by our author, ranked under the following 
heads; a Relaxed State of the Solids; an 
encreafed degree of Circulation, and an at- 
_tenuated or diffolved State of the Fluids. In 
- confequence of this view the following indica- 
are laid down for the treatment. 
I. To diminifh the impetus of the blood in 
the veflels of the uterus. 


II, To encreafe the elafticity of the uterine 
veffels, And, 

III. To induce a more healthy ftate of the 
diffolved fluids. 

To accomplifh the firft of thefe indica- 
tions the following remedies are recommend- 
€d. ift. Whatever may be confidered as 
refrigerant, or cooling ; fuch as cool air, mi- 
-neral and vegetable acids, a mild bland diet, 
and a frequent ufe of cold water by way 
of drink, as recommended by Hoffman. 

adly. 
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edly. Whatever can occafion a derivation of 
the fluids from the uterus, and particularly 2 
horizontal pofture, with the pelvis fomewhat 
elevated. In particular cafes, where the patient 
has ftrength to bear that evacuation, blood- 
letting at the arm is recommended ; and with a 
view to folicit a flow of blood to the furface 
and fuperior parts, we are advifed to bathe 
the arms frequently in warm watcr. 

Every ftimulating application, and efpecially 
whatever can occafion any degree of determi- 
nation to the uterus muft be carefully avoided, 
particularly warm applications to the inferior 
parts of the body, venereal intercourfe, and 


‘draftic purges. 


adly. Very evident fpafmodic affections fre- 


quently appear as the forerunners of uterine dif- 


charges. With a view in fuch cafes to pro- 


‘mote a free circulation in the abdomen, gen- 


tle laxatives are recommended, particularly 


thofe of an oily nature conjoined with anodynes, 


athly, It frequently happens in child-bed, 


efpecially after abortions, and likewife in vid- 


lent hyfteric affeétions, that the pains and fpaf- 


miodic twitches, which in fuch cafes occur, 
duce very profufe utcrine difcharees. Opiates 


are then recommended as the principal remedies. - 
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- With a view to the fecond indication of cure, 
which refers to an increafe of elafticity in the: 
uterine veffels, aftringent remedies are recom- 
mended, whether by the mouth, or applied 
externally to the neighbourhood of the uterus, 


or more immediately to that vifcus itfelf by 


way of injection. 


It will readily be underftood, that while en- 
deavours are making to accomplihh this indica- 
tion, every thing muft be avoided which feems 
to have any influence in counteracting the in- 
tention of cure, particularly whatever can have 
any effect in keeping up a relaxed ftate of the 
uterus, fuch as a moift atmofphere, a too fre- 
quent ufe of tepid watery liquors, é&c. 


In order to fulfil the third indication, which 
confifts in obtaining a more healthy or infpil- 
fated ftate of the diffolved fluids, a dry farina- 
ceous diet is recommended, together with a 
courfe of incraffating medicines ; and whea any 
putrefceni or fcorbutic actimony appears to 
‘prevail, the vitriolic acid, wheu conjoined with 
Jefuit’s bark, proves, we are told, the moft 
effectually remedy. 

Independently of thefe obfervations on ute- 
tine fluxes in general, a variety of others oc- 

cur 


| 


cur, which apply more efpecially to particular 
cafes. 
In profufe difcharges of the Jochia, if any 


part of the placenta or membranes has been 
left in the uterus; or if an inverfion of the 


fundus uteri has in any degree taken place, the 


moft effectual remedy always is the introduction 
of the hand by the vagina, fo as to remove 
every impediment to the contraction of the 
womb. When this cannot be got accomplifh- 


ed, mild inje€tions into the uterus fometimes 
prove ferviceable. 


When the difcharge feems to be kept up by 
a real debilitated ftate of the uterus, aftrin- 
gent applications to the loins are recommend- 
ed, a continued general preffure to the abdo- 
men, a horizontal pofture, together with great 
attention in keeping the patient in every ref- 


pect eafy, both as to the ftate of body and 
mind. 


In fuch hemorrhages from the uterus, as 
fometimes occur during pregnancy, an anti- 
phlogiftic courfe is recommended, with the 
continued ufe of the vitriolic acid and tinéture 
of rofes, When thefe do not prove effectual, 
we are defired to have recourfe to Peruvian 


bark, 
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bark, and effence of orange-peel, and to ufe. 
what our author terms the antifcorbutic tinc- 
ture, a remedy, the effects of which are here 
greatly extolied, as well as in other parts of 
this Differtation. The antifcorbutic tincture 
is prepared and ufed in the following manner + 


kK Effent. Cort. Peruv. 
Aurantior. aa Z 


Tiné&. Antifcorbut. M. Dofis 
6o. 4ter quotidie.. 


The prefcription for the antifcorbutic tince 
ture itfelf is as follows: 


RK Spir. Vini refif. p. iv. 
Inftilla fucceffive Olei Vitriol. op. p. I. 


Adde Coccionell. q.f. pro Tin&. Saturale rubicuad. 
Degere per 3 dies leniffimo igne et cola, 


When, during pregnancy, there is reafon, 
from different circumftances, to fufpect that 
hemorrhages from the uterus will probably 
occur, blood-lettine from the arm is recom- 


mended, together with reft of body, and the 
ufe of nitrous and other cooling medicines. 


It fometimes happens, our author. obferves, 
that violent floodings occur towards the latt 


days of pregnancy ; owing, he remarks, to a 
partial feparation of the placenta from the 


uterus. For this fpecies of the diforder, no 


tadj- 


\ 

‘ 

| 


rauica! cure can be expected till delivery takes 
place. Blood-letting is not here“of any advan- 
tage, fo that it fhouid never be had recourfe 
to, as it tends only to encreafe the patient’s 
weaknefs. Reft of body and mind are much 
enjoined, together with cooling nitrous medi- 
cines, and a bland mild diet. But when thefe 
do not prove effectual, the only remedy to be 
depended on, is to promote delivery by endea- 
vouring to dilate the orifice of the womb, fo 
as to admit of the introduction of the hand. 
By this means, the placenta comes to be en- 
tirely difengzaged, and the caufe no longer fub- 
fitting, the hamorrhage is thereby moft fre- 
quently got the better of. 

Such cafes of hemorrhage as occur during 
the continuance of the labour, as they fre- 
quently depend on the iame caufe with thofe 
laf{ mentioned, viz. on a partial feparation of 
the jlacenta ; are only to be removed by the 
fame remedy. In every fuch inftance, there- 
fore, we are advifed to promote delivery ag 
quickly as poffible. 
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IV, 


Philofophical, Medical, and Experimental Effcys, 
by Thomas Percival, M.D. F.LR.S. &c. 
vol. III. 8vo. London. 


HE writings of the ingenious and learn- 

ed author of this work, have, on many 
former occafions, furnifiied materials for our 
periodical publications; and to the valuable. 
extracts which have been made from his other 


writings, the prefent affords an opportunity 
for making confiderabie additions. 


As the articles which come under confider- 
ation i: the volume before us are very various, 
we cannot attempt to give a particular account 
of each, and fhall therefore prefent our readers 
with a general lift of the contents, together 


with a more particular detail of a few of the 
articles. 


The different fections are entitled as follows. 

Y. On the ftate of population in Manchefter 
and the adjacer* places. 

II. On the proportional mortality of the 
fmall-pox and imeafles, in the feveral periods 
of life and different feafons of the year; toge- 


ther 


1 


ther with its comparative mortality to males and 
females. 

III. On the different quantities of rain which 
fall at different heights over the fame {pot of 
ground. | 

IV. On the folution of ftones of the uri- 
nary, and of the gall-bladder, by waiter im- 
pregnated with fixed air. 


V. On the nature and compofition of urin- 
ary calculi. 


VI. On the internal regulation of hofpitals. 
VII. On the influence of fixed air, on the 
colour and vegetation of plants. 
VIII. On the action of different manures. 
IX. On the properties of different abforbents, 
X. Mifcellaneous obfervations, cafes and ins 
quiries. 
And to the whole is added an Appendix, 
containing, a letter to the author from Dr. 


Saunders, on the folution of human calculi, 
with fome other papers on differcnt fubjects. 


As there are contained feveral interefting 
faéts in the tenth fection, under the head of 
Mifcellancous Obfervations, Cafes, and Inqui- 
ties, we fhall here felect a few of them, 


Fatal 
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Fatal effects of Yew leaves. 


On the 25th of March, 1774, three children 
belorging to a labouring man near Manchefter, 
were killed, we are told, by taking a fmall 
quantity of the frefh leaves of the yew tree, 
or Zaxus Officinalis of Cafpar Bauhin. The 
oldcf child was five, the fecond four, and the 
youngeft three years of age ; they were all fup- 
pofed to be affected with worms, for waich 


this poifor was prefcribed, by fome ignorant 


perfon, as a powerful remedy. 


The dried leaves were firft employed; a 
fpoonful of them being mixed with brown 
fugar, was divided into three equal dofes, and 
given to the children, but without producing 
any evident effects.-—Two days thereafter, the 
mother colleéted frefh leaves, and adminiftered 
them in the fame dofe as before, about feven 
o’clock in the morning. At eight o’clock the 
children breakfafted upon nettle pottage, that 
is, oatmeal gruel with frefh nettles boiled in it. 
At nine they began to be uneafy ; were chilly 
and liftlefs; yawned much; and frequently 
ftretched out their limbs. 


Vor. VI. No. 21. C The 
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The oldeft vomited a little and complainec 
of gripings in his belly ; but the others ex 
prefied no figns of pain, The fecond chik 
died at ten o’clock, the youngeft about one 
and the oldeft at three in the afternoon. Ni 
agonies accompanied their diffolution; n 
{weiling of the abdomen enfued, and afte 
death they had the appearance of being in- 
placid ficep. 

Thefe particulars our author learned fror 
the parents of the children, whofe ignorance, h 
laments, ied them too long to rely on th 
trifling and inefficacious means of relief fug 
gefied to them by their neighbours. 

It is aflerted by Brookes, in his Natural Hi 
tory, vol. vi. page 396, that the yew is not po 
fonous.—But Cativulcws, our author remark 
deftroyed himfelf by it, as appears from a pa 
in Ciefar’s Commentaries, 


Oc. 19th. 1774, a phyfician was affeét 
with a fevere head-ach, in confequence of ha 
ing been difturbed in the night. At two o’clo 
in the afternoon, he took eighteen draps 
Jaudanum, and immediately afterwards thr 

_difhes of very ftrong coffee, He lay dov 
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upon the bed, and endeavoured to compofe 
himfelf to fleep, his pain abated in half an 
hour, and in an hour was entirely removed ; 
but he felt not the leaft difpofition to flcep, 
although he is often drowfy after dinner, and 
fometiines indulges himfelf in fleeping at that 
time. 

Nov. 1ft, he repeated on a fimilar occafion, 
the ufe of laudanum and coffee, in the like 
quantity as before. The effctts were precifely 
the fame; he obtained eafe from pain, but 
had no difpofition to fleep. 


Nov. 16, he took eighteen drops of lauda- 
num, when under the head-ach, but without 
coffee. The opiate compofed him to fleep in 
an hour, but did not entirely remove the pain 
in his head.. 


Thefe faéts, Dr. Percival obferves, confirm 
a remark which he made in a former volume, 
that coffee is taken in large quantities with 
peculiar propriety by the Turks and Arabians, 
becaufe it counteraéts the narcotic effects of 
opium, to the ufe of which theie nations are 


much addicted. 


The following ¢vrious and important ob- 
fervation our author informs us, is extra¢ted 
C2 from 
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from a letter, with which he was favoured by 
Sir John Pringie, and which he here introduces 
as being connected with the fubject. 


‘ 


of his beck upon that difeafe.’ 


‘ On reading the fection on coffee, contained 


in the fecond volume of your Effays, one 
quality occurred to me which I had obferved 
of that liquor, confirming what you have faid 
of its fedative powers. It is the beft abater 
of the periodic afthma that I have feen. The 
coffee ought to be of the beft Moccha, newly 


burnt, and made very ftrong immediately 


after erincing it. I have commonly ordered 
an ounce for one difh, which is to be repeat- 
ed frefh after the interval of a quarter, or 
half an hour, and which I direét to be taken 
without milk or fugar, The medicine in 
gencral 1s mentioned by Mufgrave, in his 
treatife De Athritide Anomala; but I firft 
heard of it, continues Sir John, from a phy- 
fician of this place, who having once practifed 
at Litchfield, had been informed by the old 
people of that place, that Sir John Floyer, 
during the latter part of his life, kept free 
from, or at leaft lived eafy under, his afthma, 
by the ufe of very ftrong coffee. This dif- 
covery it feems he made after the publication 
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- So far Sir John Pringle; and our author 
concludes his remarks upon this fubject, with 
obferving, that fince the receipt of the above 
Jetter he has frequently directed cofiee in the 


afthma with great fuccefs. 


Worms difcharged from the Lungs. 


Dr. Percival remarks that inftances are to 
be found in different authors, of worms having 
been difcharged from the lungs, particularly . 
in Schenkius, in his Odj/ervationes Medicinales 
de pulmcnibus in Morgagni’s Epiftles, and in 
Lieutand. Hift. Anat. Med. As an inftance of 
the fame kind the following cafe is related. 


Mr. Hanforth, aged 49 years, had been 
long troubled with a cough, and with a full- 
nefs and oppreffion at his breaft. le fie- 
quently expectorated lumps of black, eru- 
mous blood, which gave him relief. In Feb, 
1774, the oppreffion increafed, and in the 
night he difcharged, by coughing, two mafies, 
onc of the fize of a nutmeg, the other fmaller. 
They were of the colour of chocolate. When 
the larger fubftance was opened, it was found 
to contain a confiderable number of worms, 
like maggots, in avery lively ftate.—-His cough 

C 3 anil 


2 


~ 


and expectoration, we are told, ftill continue, 
but the oppreffion at his breaft is not fo trou- 
blefome, and the difcharge of coagulated 
blood is lefs frequent. 


This patient’s complaints were not attended 
with any heétic fymptoms; and he is unable 
to give any account of the origin of them. 
‘fhe late Dr. Watfon af Stockport, faw and 
examined the worms which he difcharged in 
this manner. 

In there fections of the prefent work which 
trcat of calculous concretions, different expe- 
timents are enumerated, both by Dr. Saunders 
of London, and our author, as proofs of the 
lithontriptic effects of water impregnated with 
fixed atr. In all thefe, diftylled water faturat- 
ec with fixed air, conftantly produced a dimi- 
muticn of weight in fuch pieces of human 
calculi as were immerfed in it; while pieccs 
of the fame concretions, on being put for the 
fame {pace of time into fimple diftilled water, 
did not undergo any kind of change. 
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V. 


Recherches Hiftoriques et Partiques, fur la Seétion 
de la Sympbhyfe du Pubis, pratiquée pour fupleer a 
POperation Cafarienne la 2 Ottobre, 1777, fur 
da Femme Souchot par M. Alphonfe le Roy, 
Doéicur Regent de la Faculté de Medicine de Pa- 
21S, Profejcur des Maladies des Femmes, © aes 
Mccoucheméens. Paris, 8vo. 1778. 


¥ N a former number of this work, we gave 
an account of the bones of the pubis hav- 
ing been divided at their fymphyfis, with a 
view to effect a delivery in the cafe of a narrow 
pelvis. This operation was performed by Mr. 
Sigault, an accoucheur in Paris. 


Although Mr. Sigault, however, was the 
actual operator in the cafe alluded to, and is, 
in faét, to be confidered as the perfon who, in 
the prefent age at leaft, firft propofed fuch 
an attempt; yet as Dr. Le Roy had been very 
active in his refearches for forwarding the ope- 
ration, and was in reality prefent with Mr, 
Sigault, and even acted as his affiftant on that 
occafion, he thinks, therefore, that he is in 

some meafure entitled to a fhare, of whatever 
C 4 
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applaufe the public may think due to fuch a 
difcovery.— With a view to have this point af- 
certained, as well as to communicate to the 
world a particular account of the operation, 
and its confequences, he has been induced to 
publifh the prefent performance, 


4 


| 


The treatife before us is divided into three 
parts; in the firft, the author gives an account 
of the different circumftances which feem to 
have pointed out the operation in queftion ; 
and of the different authors by whom it has 
been propofed. In the fecond we have an ac- 
count of the manner in which the operation 
was actually performed, together with a detail 
of the confequences which enfued. And in 
i the third part, the author endeavours to ac- 
‘ count for thefe confequences; points cut the 
\ means of preventing them in future, and af- 
| terwards proceeds to enumerate fuch circum- 
ftances, as, he thinks, evidently indicate the 
necefhity of having recourfe to this operation. 


In cafes of difficult labour from a narrow- 
nefs of the pelvis, the Czfarian fection has 
been the only recourfe both among the ancients 
and moderns ; but as in that operation the mo- 
ther almoft always falls a facrifice, the prefent 
difcovery, if it continues to fucceed as well | 
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as it has hitherto done, will, no doubt, be 
confidered as one of the moft material improve- 
ments that has occurred in midwifery. 


From different paffages in the writings of 
Hippocrates and Galen, Mr. le Roy obferves, 
it is evident that thefe authors were well ac- 
quainted with the mechanifm of the bones of 
the pelvis, as they both fpeak of the great 
flexibility of thefe bones, and of the extenfion 


they admit of at their different articulations in ~ 
the time of labour. 


It was not, however, til] about the year 
1519, that any ufe was attempted to be made 
of this knowlege in affifting the labours of 
women. In this year we was told Jacques 
d’Amboife, a famous anatomift of Paris, hav- 
ing met with a female fubject who had fuffered 
death a few days after delivery, took this op- 
portunity of demonftrating to a number of 
his brethren, the very great mobility which at 


that period occurs in the bones of the female 
pelvis. 


One of d’Amboife’s hearers, a furgeon ana- 
tomift, of the name of Pineau, being tho- 
roughly convinced from what he had feen, that 
more ufe might be made in affifting delivery 
than had hitherto been done, of this great de- 


oree 


, 
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grce of laxity which occurred in the female 
pelvis ; after collecting all that had been faid 
upon the fubject into the form of a treatife, 
propofed, that, in order to affift nature as much 
as poflible in producing a laxity and fepara- 
tion of the bones of the pelvis, emollient ca- 
taplafms and embrocations fhould be kept con- 
ftantly applied to their fymphyfes during preg- 
nancy; and particularly to the fymphyfis of 
the pubis. He even goes fo far as to propofe, 
but with great diffidence, that in difficult cafes 


the pubis might be feparated by a fection of 
the fymphyfis. 


No operation, however, was ever attempted 
in confequence of this do¢trinc; but in the 
year 1768, our author informs us, a treatife 
was prcfented to the furgeons of Paris by Mr, 
Sigault, in which it is propofed to divide the 
pubis at its fymphyfis, by means of a fec- 
tion in cafes where it had been ufual to have 
recourfe to the Cefarian operation.—By this 
means, he obferves, a feparation of the bones 
of the. pubis from each other can be obtained, 
at leaft to the extent of an inch. 


The objection ftarted to this operation, was, 
that in fuch cafes, where it became neceffary 
to have recourfe to the Czfarian operation, 

the 


j 
445 
| 
at 
+4 
7 
HK : 
| 
| ib. 
Bik.« 
| i 
. ua 
A | 
tat 
$3) 
| 
i 
rare 
if 
i 
4 
} 
| 


‘ 


COMMENTARIES. 43 


the feparation of an inch in the bones of the 
pubis would not be fufficient ; and that, from 
a variety of circumftances, there was rcafon to 
fuppofe that although a delivery fhould be ef- 


feéted in this manner, the bones would not af- 
terwards reunite. 


In a fhort time, however, this laft objection 
was in a great meafure removed, by an expe- 
riment of Dr. Camper of Holland, who put 
the operation propofed in practice upon a 
fow, newly delivered of her pigs. —The fow 
continued to give fuck to her young, walked 
about, and the bones to all appearance were 
foon perfectly reunited. 


In this fituation the matter refted, when in 
the year 1773, Our author, we are told, com- 
menced his refearches on this fubjeét.— The 
operation of dividing the fymphyfis of the pubis 
was performed upon a variety of fubjeéts, both | 
male and female ; in the former, any feparation 
of the bones that could be obtained by thefe 


means was exceedingly trifling. This was alfo 
the cafe in female fubjeéts who had not died in 
child-bed ; but in thefe, indeed, a very confider- 
able feparation was always obtained, though 
never near fo much as would be neceffary for 


effecting a delivery in the cafe of a very narrow 
pelvis. 


As 


| 
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As in all the diffeétions of this kind, which. 
Dr. le Roy had been concerned, it had uni- 
formly happened that a much greater fepara- 
tion could be obtained, by dividing the pubis 
at the fymphyfis, 1n women, xear to, oF imme- 
diately after delivery, than in other fubjects, 
he naturally endeavoured to difcover the caufe 
of this. He foon found, he fays, that in pro- 
portion as women advance in their pregnancy, 
Hal a degree of foftnefs and fliaccidity takes place, 
A} not only in the mufcular and other foft parts, 
but even in the cartilages and bones, and as 
this charge is always moft evident in thofe 
parts which compofe the pelvis, he concludes 
it to be an operation of nature, intended for 
promoting a more eafy delivery of the child. 
-Thefe cartilaginous fubftances efpecially, which 
form the junction of the bones of the pelvis, 
are at the time of delivery, he obferves, in 
fuch a very fpongy lax ftate, that they can be 


divided with the greateft cafe by the point of a 
lancet. 


— 
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Having rendered himfeif abfolutely certain 
with refpect to this fact, it next occurred to 
our author, that if the operation could be per- 
formed upon a fubje& newly dead, before the 
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natural heat was entirely diffipated, a greater 
degree of feparation of the bones would pro- 
bably be obtained than was found to be pro- 
duced by the fame means upon a fubject not 
fo recent. 


A fubject in this fituation, with a liberty of 
performing the operation, was fcarcely to be 
expected ; at laft, however, in the year 1774, 
our author obtained permiffion of the friends 
of a woman, newly dead in jabour, to put th: 
operation in practice. Every thing now an- 
{wered his expectations. Inftead of an inch and 
a quarter, which was all the feparation of the 
bones he had ever before been able to obtain, 
he now found, to his great fatisfaction, that an 
opening of at leaft two inches and a half could 
be eafily produced, which he fuppofes would, 
in the narroweft pelvis that can occur, admit 
of a free paflage equal to every want. After 
anxioufly waiting for an opportunity of putting 
the operation in practice upon a hving perfon, 
at laft a cafe occurred on the 2d of October, 
1577, 1n which it was judged proper to have 
recourfe to it. The woman was much de- 
formed, had fuch a narrow pelvis, that in four 
former deliveries the children were all dead, 
and in one of them it was found neceffary to 
bring the child away piece-meal by the crotchet. 


Mr. 


ae 


Mr. Sigault was the perfon employed to perform 
the operation, and he, we are informed, de- 
fired the prefence and affiftance of our au- 
thor. 


On examining the patient, the child’s feet 
were found to prefent, but as it was thought 
impoffible for the head to pafs through the 
upper part of the pelvis where it refted, and 
where the diameter did not, to the feel, ap- 
pear tu be above two inches and half, and efpe- 
cially as it had never been found practicable, as 
was already remarked, to deliver this woman 
of a living child; it was therefore refolved to 
proceed immediately to the operation. 


The patient being laid upon a table, and pro- 
perly fecured, an incifion was made with a bif- 
tourie immediately above the fymphyfis of the 
pubis through the common teguments, and 
other foft parts, and afterwards the cartilage 
was divided by the fame inftrument. During 
the operation, the thighs were held up by the 
afiftant, and kept at a proper diftance. After 
dividing the foft parts through one half of 
their length, the cartilage was then cut, and 
the divifion of the fofter parts was afterwards 
completed. A feparation of the bones, of 
fully more than two inches and a half, was thus 

pro- 
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procured, and a living child was extracted by 
the vagina with very great eafe. 


The feparation, we are told, was very foon 
finifhed, very little blood was loft; and the 
thighs being laid together, after all was finifh- 
ed, a very trifling opening in the pubis was 
found to remain. A proper bandage being ap- 
plied round the loins, fo as to prevent the mo- 
tion of the bones as much as poffibie, the pa- 
tient was immediately put into bed, and left 
to reft. 


A very circumftantial account is afterwards 
given by our author, of the appearances of the 
fore, and ftate of the patient, at the different 
dreffings. Of thefe we cannot pretcnd to give 
a minute detail; it is fuficient to fay, that in 
lefs than two months from the operation, the 
patient was entirely cured of the fore, the bones 
feemed to be perfectly re-united, and fhe was 
in every way fo well, as to be able to go and 
fhew herfelf to a meeting of the faculty of me- 
dicine, who, with a view to have every Cir- 
cumftance, with refpect to this important ope- 
ration, thoroughly afcertained, had, as foon as 
they were informed of its being put in prac- 
tice, appointed two of their number to make 
every necefflary examination for that purpofe. 


The 


‘ 
| 


The moft material circumftances which hap- 
pened during the cure were, frequent febrile 
acceffions, and a copious flow of a ferous 
kind of fluid, very much refembling urine. 
The former of thefe, the different attacks of 
fever, were always found to proceed from ir- 
regulatities in dict, by the patient indulging 
herfelf with pleniitul meals, at a time when 
the loweft diet was prefcribed for her. 


The difcharge of confiderable quantities of 
an urinous kind of fluid appeared to retard the 
cure, and proved a diftreffing circumftance to 
the gentlemen concerned, as it was difficult 
either to detect the caufe, or to find out a re- 
medy. The urethra having been cut in the 
operation, gave fome reafon to fufpect the dif- 
charge to come from that quarter, but it after- 
wards appeared that it could not probably 
come from thence, that canal having met with 
no injury towards its neck; and befides, the 
difcharge did not continue conflant, but ap- 
peared only at times. 


Our author here offers a conjecture which, 
he obferves, he has long entertained. He ima- 
gines, that we are not as yet altogether ac- 
quainted with the organs employed for the fe- 
cretion of urine; and he adopts an opinion 
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Jeng ago propofed by Ruyth, that it is proba- 


ble the cellular membrane, which furrounds 
the neck of the bladder, has a confiderable 
fhare in the production of this fecretion. In 
the directions given by our author for per- 
forming this operation in future, we are de- 
fired to have 2 catheter introduced into the ure- 
thra, to ferve as a dire€tion for avoiding that 
canal; and for the fame reafon as the urethra 
inclines more to the right fide than to the left, 
he advifes the incifion, both of the foft parts, 
and of the cartilaze, to be fomewhat to the 
left fide, and not dircétly in the muddle of the 
pubis. By keeping te one fide, we have alfo 
this advantage, that the fufpentory ligament of 
the bladder is avoided. 


We aredirected, in making the incifion of the 
cartilage, not to keepthe thighs widely afunder, 
to aveid the danger-of occafioning a rupture 
of the internal ligaments, by the fudden fepa- 
ration of the bones which would be thereby 
produced, It is better, our author obferves, 
to make a gradual extenfion after the bones are 
completcly feparated. 


Towards the end of the publication, our 
author informs us, that the operation had by 


that time been performed on other two women 
VI, No.2, D with 
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with the greateft fuccefs ; firft, by Mr. Defpres, f 
; a furgeon and man-midwife, at St. Paul de 

Leon, en Bretagne, and afterwards by Mr. 

| Cambon, furgeon at Mons. 


# Thefe are the moft material particulars 
| which relate immediately to the operation in 
queftion, and we are forry the nature of our 
: work does not admit of a more extenfive de- 
tail of the interefting remarks, which every 
where occur in this performance. 


Vi. 


Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Calculo Renum 
Vefwe. Auctore Lanphier, 
Edinburgi. 


UR author, aftcr an accurate enumeration 

t of the different fymptoms, found to oc- 

if cur in cafes of calculus of the kidneys, and of 
the bladder, gives the following definition of 

| the diforder of which he propofes to treat. 


Difhicilis et dolorifica, guttata fepius et ar- 
_ dens mictio, fubitanea quandoque inter min- 
| -gendum fuppreffio, urina fabulofa; mucofa; 
{epe purulenta; et foetida; dolore perinet 
pravante; tenefmo. 


The 
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The remote caufes of difeafes of this kind, 
he divides into the predifpofing and exciting 
caufes : under the former head are included all 
fuch articles of diet, and other circumftances, 
as tend to the formation of that earthy matter 
fo univerfally prefent in urine; and by the term 
Exciting Caufes, is meant, all fuch as have any 
tendency to collect the particles of this earthy 
matter into one body. The occafional, or ex- 
citina caufes of this diforder, our author re- 
marks, may be ranked under two different 
heads; thofe which more efpecially may be 
confidered as of an internal nature; and thofe 
again which have evidently arifen from the in- 
troduction of extraneous bodies into the blad- 
der; of the former kind, are, blood, or co- 
agulable lymph extravafated ; pus; mucus; 
the urinary paflages being deprived of their 
natural mucus, fo as to give rife to inflamma- 
tion, and tumours originating from the inter- 
nal furface of the bladder. Of the latter kind, 
or extraneous bodies, acting as a nuclei to 
ftones in the bladder, a variety of examples, 
we are told, are to be found in different au- 
thors, but efpecially in Haller and Nuck, de- 
monftrating the inftuence of thefe. | 

In the method of treatment, we are favour- 
ed with the detail of anumber of experiments, 
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made by cur author, with a view of determin- 
ing the effects of different medicines in com- 
mon ufe as lithontriptics; but particularly dif- 
ferent kinds of alkaline falts, lime-water, foap, 
uva urfi, fixed air, and different kinds of acids. 
We fhall here recapitulate a few of the ex: 
periments upon cach of theie ; and firft with 
refpect to alkaline micdicines, 


iuxperiment 2. 


A piece of human calculus, weighing nine 
grains and a half, was immerfed in three ounces. 
and a half of water and a drachm of cauftic 
alkali; the phial, containing the mixture, be- 
ing properly corked, was placed in a degree 
of heat equal to 98 of Fahrenhcit’s thermo- 
meter. In the fpace of 25 hours, the ftone 
was found to have loft five grains and a half 
of its original weight. 


Exper. 3. 

The fragment of a calculus, weighing feven 
grains, being added to two ounces of oleum 
tartari per deliquium, and the mixture being 
allowed to remain in a degree of heat equal to 
98, or 100, cf Fahrenacit’s feale, for the {pace 
thirty-two hours, the piece of ftone was found 
to have acquired a grain in weight. 


E.xper. 
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Iexper. 4. 


To a mixture, confitting of four oun:es of 
scceat urine, and a drachm of caufic aliali, 


fragment of a calculus, v Ux grains, 
was added, ani cn its being placed, for the 
{pace of 24 hours, in a heat equal to 93, or 
yoo of Fahrenheit, a fandy kind of fediment 
was obieved to be depofited, but the ftone had 
loft ncthing of its weight. 


Exper. 5. 


One hundred drops of mild fixed alkali be- 
ing added to four ounces of recent urine, and 
the mixture being placed for the fpace of 32 
hours in the roo degree of heat, the urine 
was found to have depofited a fandy fediment. 


Exner. 9, 


A fragment of a calculus, weighing nine- 
teen grains, being added to a drachm of rege- 
nerated tartar, diffolved in three ounces of 


difitiled water, the mixture was placed ina 
heat of 93 or 100 degrees, and afrer remain- 


ing there 34 hours, the ftone was found to 
have lott none of its weight. 


The fame expe- 
riment being repeated with urine, inftead of 
water, the refult was exactly fimilar. 
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Iexper. 8. 


To a quantity of fpirit of Mindereri, made 
with juice of lemons, and half a drachm of 
volatile alkali, three ounces of diftilled water 
were added, together with a fragment of a hu- 
man calculus weighing 16 grains, the mixture 
having remained 34 hours, in a heat varying 
from 95 to 100 degrees of Fuhrenhcit’s {cale, 
the ftone was then found to weigh only twelve 
PTAINS. 


Exper. 

The fame experiment being repeated with 
freth urine, inftead of diftilled water, the re- 
fult was exactly the fame as mentioned in ex- 
periment 8, 


Exper. 10. 

A quantity of fixed air was added to twa 
ounces of cauftic alkali, which di) not previe 
oufly produce much cflervefcence with tie vi- 
triolic acid; but which afterwards effervefced 
very violently with that acid. A drachm of 

this lixivium being added to four ounces of 
recent urine, a fragment of a calculus weigh- 
ing fix grains, was immerfed in the mixture, 
After the phial had ftood 40 hours in a heat, 
varying from g6 to 102 degrees, the ftone had 
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loft nothing of its weight, but a copious fandy 
fediment was found depofited. 

From thefe experiments, the following con- 
clufions, our author thinks, may be drawn. 
That the cauftic alkali is poffeffed of a folvent 
power, though only in a fmall degree when 
conjoined with urine, and that the milder fixed 
alkali has no property of this nature. ‘That 
as the cauftic alkali differs only from the latter 
in being deprived of fixed air; and as fixed 
air is found in great abundance both in the fto- 
mach, inteftines, and in the urine, that by the 
time it reaches a calculus in the urinary paf- 
fages, it will probably have been in a great 
meafure deprived of its active powers. 


As the ftrength of cauftic alkali is alfoina 
great meafure detiroved, by its meeting either 
with an acid, or with any oily fubftance ; and 
as medicines of this nature muft always, our 
author obfere:s, meet both with acid and oily 


admixtures in the prime viz, he thinks, there- 


fore, that no great dependence can be placed 
on them as folvents of urinary calculi. 


On Lime-water. 
Exper. £1, 12, 13, and 14. 


In tiefe four experiments, differcnt preecs 
of calculi were adied to lime-water, and kept 
a confiderable time in diiferent deprees of heat, 
from 62 to 1c0, without any evident change 
being produced on the flones. But as thefe 
pieces of ftone were of a remarkably hard tex- 
ture, the following among others were put in 


practice. 
| Expert. 15. 


A piece of ftone, of a foft texture, weigh- 


ing ten grains, was added to thrce ounces of 
lime-water, and as much frefh urine. The 
mixture being placed in a heat varying from 
98 to 100 degrees, and having remained there 
48 hours, the ftone, on examination, had loft 


none of its weight, but a fandy fediment was 
found depofited. 


Expert. 17. 


Three ounces and a half of lime-water were 
added to a quantity of fandy focces, gathered 
from urine fourdaysold. The mixcure, which 


at firft was thick and muddy, immediately 


became 
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became clear, and depofited a white fediment. 
It was allowed to ftand four days, when no de- 
gree of fandy or ftony matter cou'd be per- 
ceived, cither on the bottom or fides of the 
veffel, 


Exper. 18. 
Five ounces of frefh urine were added to 
i four ounces of lime-water, with one drachm 
4 of vinegar, and the inixture left in a heat of 
64 degrees. 


Exper. 19. 
& Five ounces of recent urine, together with 
iy 18 grains of a calculus, were added to four 
he 


ounces of lime-water faturated with fixed air, 
and the mixture was then placed in 64 degrees. 


Exper. 20. 


Ten grains of calculus were added to five 
ounces of lime-water, faturated with fixed air, 
and the phial placed in a heat of 64 degrees. 


At the fame time, five ounces of recent urine, 
; intended as a ftandard, was placed ia the fame 
degree of heat. After the {pace of fixty hours, 


the pieces of calculi had lott nothing of their . 

7 weight, but the mixture in Exper. 19, had ; 
| depofited a fmall fediment; and the ftandard g 
was found to have parted with a confiderabie ; 
quantity of fand. 
From 4 
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From thefe experiments our author con- 
cludes, that the lithontriptic powers o’ lime- 
water are but very trifling ; but that it feems 
to have fome effect in altering the nature of 
urine. By this means it may, verbaps, pre- 
vent any farther formaticn o% calculi after it 
has been had recourfe to; and ‘rom experience 
it has been known, he obicrves, to give cafe 
in cafes of calculus, without, however, acting 
as a folvent of the diffucat ftones. In proof 
of this, fome quotations are here made irom 
the writings of Doctors Alfion and Whytt on 
iuis fubject, 

Some experiments are next related, that were 
made with a view to determine the lithontrip- 
tic effects of foap and of uvaurfi. The for- 
mer was found to have buta very trifling effect 
as a foi,ent; and fuch picces of calculi as were 
added to infufions of the uva urfi, inftead of 
lofing any part of their weight, uniformly gain- 


ed confiderable additions. 


As our author fuppofes uva urfi to be pof- 
fefied of a certain degree of fedative power 
in common with the afiringents, he thinks its 
having been fo much extolled by Dr. de Haen, 
for the relicf it affords in cafes of ftone, 
may be accounted for upon this principle. 
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On fixed Air. 


Exper. 25. 
The fragment of a calculus, weighing feven 
grains, was fufpended in a fircam of fixed air. 
After having remained in that fituation twenty- 
four hours, it was found to have acquired a 


grain in weight. 
Exper. 26, 


Twenty-two grains of calculus were im- 
merfed in a quantity of water, faturated with 
fixed air; after the fpace of a few days, the 
ftone was found to have Icft only one grain and 
a half of its weight, although, during almott 
all that period, a ftream of fixed air was paff- 
ing conftantly into the water from an effervef- 


cing mixture. 
| Exper. 27. 

Nineteen grains of calculus being added to 
eight ounces of water, faturated with fixed air, 
the phial was immediately fealed up, and placed 
in a heat varying from the g5th to the ro4th 
degree of Fahrenhcit’s fcale ; after the {pace of 
50 hours, the piece of ftone was found to have 
acquired a grain; for, at the end of that period, 


weighed twenty grains. 
To 
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To thefe experiments it may, perhaps, be 
objected, that a fufficient quantity of fixed air 
was not added to the water; but our author 
obferves, that no ftone in the bladder, or kid- 
neys, can ever have fuch a quantity of fixed 
air applicd to it as was here made ute of. 


Experiments with different Acids. 


Exper. 31. 

The fragment of a calculus, weighing nine 
grains, being added to three ounc.s ct water, 
acidulated with fptrit of nitre, the mixture 
was placed in a heat varying from g4 to 100 
degrees. After having remained there fifteen 
hours, the fone was found to have loft a grain 
and an half of its weight, and was become 
much more brittle than it was before, 


Exper. 32. 


A fragment of a calculus, weighing five 
grains, being adced to five ounces of water, 
moderately acidulated with the muriatic acid,. 


it did not lofe a grain of its original weight, 
after having remained in it fifteen hours. 
Exper. 33. 
To four ounces of water, moderately acidu- 
lated with the vitriolic acid, a fragment of a 
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calculus, weighing five grains, wes added. Af- 
ter the fpace of 15 hours, the ftone was en- 
tirely reduced toa powder. This experiment 
was often repeated, and always with the fame 
refuit. A feturated mixture of the vitriolic 
acid, with the volatile alkali, was likewife found 
to be poficiizd of flrong lithontriptic powers. 


From thefe experiments, our author is led 
to confider the acid of vitriol asa powerful 
folvent of human calculi. And as it may 
probably reach the urinary paffages with as lit- 
tle change as any miccicine we are acquainted 
with, he concludes that it may often be 
had recourfe to with advantage in cafes of 
ftone. Independently of its lithontriptic 
powers, he thinks too that it may be ufeful as 


an aftringent and fedative in the fame manner 
as uva urfl. 


How far accurate obfervation in future prac- 
tice will tend to confirm, or refute, the conclu- 
fions which Dr. Lanphier draws from the trials 
he has made, we wiil not pretend to fay ; but 
every attempt to improve the healing art, on 
the folid bafis of rational experiment, demands 
attention, and merits approbation. And it is 


much to be wifhed, that candidates for medi- 


cal honours would rather give proofs of their 


in- 
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induftry and genius in this line, than in copy- 
ing from the lectures of teachers, or the writ- 
ings of practical authors, which are in the 
hands of every body. 


VIl. 


Exercitatio Therapeutica Inaugurals exbibens Obfer- 
vationes quafdam de Ufu Aque frigide exterio. 
Austore Samucle Athill, 
8vo. Edinb. 


O change has lately taken place in the 
practice of medicine, which can be con- 
fidered as of more importance than the ufe 
which is made of the influence of cold acting, 
either generally, or partially, on the human 
fyftem. And of the different methods of ob- 
taining the effects of it, no one is more fre- 
quently had recourfe to, than the application 
of cold water But when we confider that this 
mode of cure is not only ufed by the direc- 
tion of regular practitioners, but reforted to 
by numbers influenced chiefly by fafhion, there 
can be no doubt that it will frequently be pro- 
ductive of bad as well as good effects. LEvery 
attempt, therefore, to afcertain by experiment 


its real propertics, and the principles upon 
which 
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which it aéts, muft be confidered as meriting at- 
tention. Itis with this view, that we now pro- 
pofe to prefent our readers with an analyfis of 
Dr. Athill’s differtation, which every where 
affords proof of the judgment and induftry 


of the author. 


This differtation is divided into three chap- 
ters; in the firft of thefe the author endea- 
vours to determine and explain the operation 
and effects of cold-bathing on the human 
fyftem, as a proper bafis for future reafoning. 
Dr. Athill begins this chapter with a relation 
of the phenomena which occur in cold-bath- 
ing; and that he might be able to defcribe 
thefe not-from fancy, or the authority of 
others, but from his own obfervation, he has 
had recourfe to experiments. 


In thefe experiments, while other appear- 
ances are not neglected, his chief aim feems 
to have been to determine thefe changes which 
the cold bath induces, on the ftate of circula- 
tion, on refpiration, and on the heat of the 
body. Without entering into a particular 
detail of thefe experiments, we fhall reckon it 
fufficient to take notice of fome of the general 
conclufions, which follow from the trials he 
has made. From his experiments it appears, 
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that notwithftanding the fucceffive feelings of 
cold and of heat, which accompany, or imme- 
diately follow, cold bathing, the body has in 
general returned to its natural temperature 
within the fpace of half an hour. It further 
appears, that during the fenfe of giowing heat, 
which enfues foon after Jeaving the bath, a 
thermometer, by proper application to the 
body, is not in an cqual fpace of time, raifed 
to the fame height as beiore itumerfion. 


The influence of the cold bath on circula- 
tion, feems to be ftill more confiderable than 
on the heat of the body. When the pulfe is 
reckoned in the bath immediately after im- 
merfion, it is found to be very confiderably 
accelerated, rifing in fome infiances from 
feventy flrokes in the minute, to an hundred 
and twenty. If however the perfon remain 
for a few minutes in the bath, it is found to 
be more flow, fmail, and quick, than before 
immerfion ; and inthis ftate it is in general 
found to be foon after leaving the bath, even 
in cafes where the ftay in the water has been 
very fhort. But in a few minutes after 
coming out of the water, its celerity is again 
fo tar encreafed, as to rite confiderably above 
the oatural flandard. On refpiration it has 
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the effec either of immediately encreafing its 
celerity, or of rendering it very irregular. 


Befides thefe particulars, he alfo, with great 
accuracy, enumerates and defcribes the various 
fenfations which it excites, and appearances 
which it produces; aud from thefe phenomena, 
founded on obfervation, he next proceeds to 
deduce the principles on which it operates, 
He thinks that the phetomena, which attend 
cold bathing afford evidence that it operates 
in four different principles ; and he ¢efers its 
effc&ts to its influence as a ftimulant, as a 
tonic, as a fedative, and as altering the courfe 
of the blood. 


He next endeavours to determine from what 
caufes thefe eficéts, taking place upon the em- 
ployment of cold bathing, are derived ; and he 
particularly confiders how far they can be ex- 
plained, from the preffure of the water on the bo 
face, from the effect arifing from different im- 
pregnations, whether of the faline, fulphure- 
ous, or metallic kind, and from the fudden 
change of temperature. Although he is in- 
clined to imagine that fomething may be re- 
ferred to the two firft principles, yet he con- 
fiders its effects as chiefly preferable to the 
latter, the fudden action of cold. And he 


farther obferves, that the good effeéts which 
Vout. VI. No. 21. | cold 
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cold bathing has in the removal of difeafes, 
are probably not a little aided from its being 
performed at watering-places, where the mind 
is relaxed from bufinefs, and exhilarated by 
amufements. 


Having thus endeavoured to determine the 
effects, and explain the operation of cold bath- 
ing, Dr. Athill proceeds in the fecond chapter 
to confider, how far thefe effects are diverfified 
by different modes of applying it, and what 
advantages are to be expected from each. 
Here he chiefly confiders the effeéts of diver- 
fity in the degree of temperature, and in the 
manner of application. With refpect to tem- 
perature, he points out the difierent effects 
of fpring or fea water, without any artificial 
cuange of temperature, and of the fame 
waters artificially heated or cooled to cer- 
tain degrees, And with refpet&t to the 
manner of application, he obferves, that 
this is confiderably varied as being general 
or partial Under the firft he confiders the 
effects of fudden immerfion, of affufion or the 
fhower bath, and of merely wafhing the fur- 
‘face; and under the fecond, he treats of the in- 
fluence of the partial application of cold 
water, both as affecting the part to which it 
is immediately applied, and as affecting the 


fyftem 
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fyftem in general. But any proper analyfis of 
his obfervations on thefe fubjeéts, would ex- 
tend to a greater length than the limits of our 
publication will allow. We fhall therefore 
conclude this article with a few remarks, drawn 
from the laft chapter, in which he treats of the 
ufe and abufe of cold bathing, when employed 
for medical purpofes. | 


In the third chapter of this differtation, Dr. 
Athill firft endeavours to point out the general 
indications of cure which cold bathing is fitted 
to fulfil; and, after endeavouring to «educe 
thefe from what he had before attempted to 
eftablifh, with refpect to its operation, he gives 
the following view of them, under the form of 
a table. 


General indications which cold bathing may 
be employed to fulfil. 
I, From its ftimulant power. 


a. To obviate morbid affections of the 
circulation. 


b. To remove a morbid diminution of 
fenfe or motion. | 


II, From its tonic power, 


a. To remove original delicacy of habit. 
6, To reftore vigour either to the whole 
fyflem, or to parts particularly debilitated. 


2 c To 


> 


. 
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c. To produce a conftriction on the ori- 
fices of ruptured veffels. 


II]. From its fedative power. 
a. Yo obviate morbid aficctions in the 
{tate of action of the brain. 
6, To diminifh morbid irritability. 


c. To counteract a tendency to inordinate 
motions. 


IV. From its influcnce, as altezing the ba- 
lance of circulation. 
a To diminith the impetus of blood on 
the furface of the body. 
b. To produce a temporary increnfe of 
determination to the abdominal and thoracic 
vifcera, | 


The contraindications ef cold 
bathing, which are nearly the 
circumftances mentioned above, be refers allo 


to the fame general beads, andof rhc. ue vives 
ihe following view. 


General effects of cold bathi:g from which 
it may prove huittul. 
J, From excefs of flimulant power. 
q. By exciting violent agitation of the 
whole fyftem, 
b. By inducing morbid aétion of the 
movin fibres, 


From 
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II. From excefs of tonic power. 
a. By diminifhing the natural difpofition 


to free motion. 
b. By reftraining falutary evacuations. 


III. From excefs of fedative power. 
a. By diminifhing the general mobility 
of the nervous influence. 
b. By deftroying the fenfibility of partt- 
cular nerves. 


IV. From its producing changes in the di- 
{tribution of the fluids, to which the condition 
of the fyftem is not adapted. 

a. By increafing the impetus of the 
blood to vifcera previoufly in a morbid ftate. 

b. By diminifhing the force of circula- 
tion, and heat on the furface of the body. 


After thefe general obfervations on the good 
and bad effects which may be expected to 
fult from the external application of cold wa- 
ter, Dr. Athill concludes his difiertation, by 
applying thefe doctrines more immediately to 
ufe ; and with this view he offers many prac- 
tical remarks on the proper adminiftration of 
this mode of cure in particular difeafes. Here 
he follows ftri€tly. the order laid down by Dr. 
Cullen in his Nofology ; and from the obferva- 
tions of the moft accurate practitioners, he en- 

E 3 deavours 
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deavours to draw a confirmation of his own 
do¢trine, and to point out the good or bad con- 
f{-quenees, which may reafonbly be expeeted to 
refult from the external ufe of cold water in par- 
ular difeafi's. As thefe, however, arc to be 
eoni.dered as chiefly the obfervations of pre- 
ceding writers, it would be here improper to 
give any analyfis of them. And we may cone 
cluce the prefent artic’e with  bferving, that 
the path wiiich our author has followed, ac- 
curate experiments and carcful obfervation, un- 
queftionably Icad to the moft important im- 
provements in the healing art. 
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Medical Obfervations. 


I, 


An Extra&t of a Letter from Mr. Charles Hall, 
Surgeon to the 14th Regiment of Infantry, to 
Dr. Ralph Thicknefs, at Wigan, in Lanca- 
Shire, dated St. Auguftin, Eaft Florida, the 14th 
of May, 1774. Giving an Account of anew 
Species of Palfy. Commumcated to Dr. Duncan. 


Ermit me to take this opportunity of com- 
municating to you the following account 

of a fpecies of palfy. It arifes from one of the 
vertebre {tarting outwards, and forming an acute 
angle with the medulla fpinalis. As the rifing 
is gradual, the numbnefs increafes gradually, 
E 4 till, 
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till, by the preffure on the medulla, the patient 
is deprived of the ufe of his legs. This takes 
f{everal months to accomplifh, and were nothing 
further to follow, the patient would remain in 
this helplefs ftate during life. But as the ver- 
tebre that are in contact with the difeafed ver- 
iebra ate affected, that above begins to rife gra- 
dually, but not to a level with the center-ver- 
iebra; and afterwards the vertebra below rifes 
to an equal height with the upper one, fo as to 
make the angle lefs acate; which, I prefume, 
has the effect of taking off the preffure on the 
medulla. When this is accomplifhed, the 
fenfe of feeling ; and the ufe of the limbs are 
eracually reftored. I have neither feen nor 
heard of an author that defcribes a palfy arifing 
from this caufe, and therefore apprehend that 
it is a cafe that rarely happens. On this. ac- 
count it might be proper to make it more ge- 
nerally known ; becaufe two inftances have oc- 
curred to my knowlege, where ingenious 
practitioners were perplexed for want of hav- 
ing feen or heard of a fimilar cafe; as no 
fymptom led them to fufpect the vertebre to 
be the caufe, there being no pain in the part 
affected during the confinement of the patient. 
It is a cafe that muft be left moftly to nature ; 
and though no material benefit can be derived 
from 
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from medicines, yet it is a great fatisfaétion 
to the patient, (after finding no relief from what 
has been prefcribed, and having the profpect of 
remaining fo for life) to hear the cafe explain- 
ed, and to be told that nature will probably 
work a cure in the courfe of two or three years, 
fo as to enable him to walk with the affiftance 
of crutches: when the patient is on the recoe 
very, ftimulating embrocations and frictions 
to the limbs may affift. 

“¢ At the time of writing this, I have a patient, 
Alex. Cameron, of the 29th regiment, that 
has remained paralytic a year and half from a. 
difeafed vertebra near the centre of the back,. 
who is now on the recovery. The other cafe, 
hinted at above, and which happened before I 
left England, was of Mr. » in Chefhire ; 
who was a corpulent man, and who lived up- 
wards of eight years after the recovery of his 
limbs, fo as to walk with crutches, without 
any farther complaint in his back. 

‘© have heard of an inftance of the vertebra 
colli being difeafed in the fame way, when the 
whole body became paralytic excepting the head, 
and the patient recovered, as in fimilar cafes. 
But the attendants neither knew the caufe of 
the difeafe, or the recovery, which therefore 


was confidered as being almoft miraculous.” 
Add:. 


¥, \ 
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Addition to Mr. Hatv’s letter by Dr. 
THICKNESS. 


To the above account, extracted from Mr. 
Hall’s letter, I may add, that the author, being 
returned from Eaft Florida, has lately informed 
me, that Alexander Cameron was afterwards 
able to walk a mile without crutches, and was 
to have been fent to England, but that a year 
and a half after recovering fo far the ufe of 
his limbs, he died of a fever, 


Since Mr. Hall’s arrival in England he left 
the contents, he informs me, of this paper 
in the hands of Dr. Hunter, Profeffor of ana- 
tomy at London; who, with great politenefs 
and candour, favoured him with a defcription 
of fuch cafes as occurred to his memory, and 
which might feem to bear foie analogy to 
thofe above mentioned. He recollected three 
paralytic cafes in particular, whieh arofe ap- 
parently from morbid affections of the fpine. 
Two of them were attended with caries, and 
both the patients died. In the other, the {pine 
was anchylofed, and the patient recovered, In 
all three, the arch formed in the {pine was very 
eonfiderable. 
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II. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe affording a Proof of the Power 
of extravafated Blood in diffolving Bone; by 
Mr. Thomas Thomas, Surgeon at Tunbridge 
Wells, commanicated to Dr. Duncan, 


Man of a ftrong and healthy habit, aged 
A about 45, upon lifting a heavy weight 
on the firft day of October, 1777, thought he 
felt fomething give way in his right hip. Im- 
mediately after he was very faint, but foon re- 
covered, and for fix or feven days followed his 
ufual occupation, which was that of a brewer’s 
fervant, with little inconvenience. During 
that time, he perceived an unufual weak- 
nefs in the leg and thigh, but attended with 
little or no pain, and it was treated as a {prain, 
with fpirituous and oily embrocations, At 
the end of three weeks his thigh was confi- 
derably fwelled, and in ten weeks time from 
the accident, (when I firft faw him) it was very 
much enlarged, and the leg and foot cedema- 
tofe; he had frequent returns of excruciating 
pain in that thigh, but it was fometimes per- 
fectly eafy, and the other leg and thigh would 
be inflamed and painful ; fometimes he was de- 


lirious, 
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lirious, at others had violent pain in his fto- 
mach, attended with great ficknefs and vo- 
miting, which could only be relieved by vola- 
tile and cordial medicines. 


As I was uninformed of the preceding ac- 
cident, and could difcover no pulfation or fluc- 
tuation in the tumor, the patient’s hiftory, to- 
gether with the above fymptoms, favouring the 
fuppofition, I at firft believed the difeafe to 
be entirely rheumatic. The thigh continued 
erowing larger till the firft of January, 1778, 
when it became very tenfe, in continual pain, 
and I could perceive a deep feated fluctuation ; 
as he had no heétic fever, or other fymptoms, 
that could induce me to fuppofe this fluid was 
pus, I began to fufpect a falfe aneurifm. The 
tenfion and pain being exceffive, I recom 
mended emollient fomentations and cataplafms, 
which, for a fortnight, gave great relief, ex- 
cepting when thefe pains, which, by turns, 
invaded every part of his body, were fixed in 
the difeafed thigh. On the 12th of February, 
the thigh was amazingly diftended in conftant 
and exceffive pains, which nothing could alle- 
viate, and a fluctuation was felt in every part 
of it, from the groin to the knee. At this 
time it was examined by a furgeon of {kill and: 
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reputation, who, confidering the exquifite fuf- 
ferings of the unhappy patient, and being un- 
certain what was the fluid contained in his 
thigh, thought proper to open it; and accord- 
ingly a fmall puncture was made through the 
fkin, cellular membrane, and fafcia lata. Im- 
mediately there iffued a fountain of blood, of 
the confiftence of cream, and a darker colour 
than blood is in general when frefh drawn from 
a vein. When about a quart of blood was 
drawn, the thigh was confiderably dimintfhed, 
and the patient eafy. We ftopped the orifice 
with a tent, and left the patient till morning. 


Feb. 13. He had fainted feveral times in the 
night and this morning; the thigh was almoft 
as much diftended as before the incifion was 
made; at the fame time, the blood was con- 
{tantly oozing through the orifice. 


Feb. 14, His thigh was in the fame ftate as 
yefterday. He ii a return of the pain in his 
ftomach, which yielded to no medicine; in 
the evening he became delirious, had convuls 
fions, and died. 


What induced me to lay this cafe before 
you was, the appearance upon diffection. That 
blood has the power of diffolving bone, if it 

_ comes. 
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comes in contact with it in the living body; 
though a certain fact, yet is not univerfally 
believed. This cafe not only proves the truth 
of that idea, but it alfo fhews, that extrava- 
{fated blood, when long confined, has likewife 
the power of diffolving the fofter part. 


it Having cut through the integuments and 
1 tendinous fafcia of the thigh, I could pafs my . 
: hand quite round the bone, the mufcles, ex- 
iW cept their tendinous portions, being diflolved 
q to the confiftence of grumous blood, which, 
| with a great quantity of pure blood, was con- 
tained, as it were, in a bag, formed by the inte- 
guments of the fafcia lata, from the groin and 
Va crifta of the ilium to the point of the knee. 
The crural artery, vein, and nerve, were en- 
tirely diffolved, and the iliac artery, a little 
way, was very terder, ‘The os femoris was 
deprived of its periot:eum, very rough and full 
of holes, fume of which would adinit a probe 
dnto the middle of the bone, which feemed de- 
1] Mtitute of medulla. At the fame time there 
i were feveral exoftofes upon it, which were fo 
: flendez as to-be eafily broke down by the fin- 
3 ger. As I was not permitted to take away the 


bone, or to open the abdomen, I cannot give 
a more 
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a more fatisfactory account of the cafe. But 
I imagine it futhciently proves the folvent 
power of the bjood as exerted both on the 


4 


fofteft and hardeft parts of the fyftem. 


Ill. 


The Hiltory of a Cafe of the Pemphigus Major of 
Mr. Sauvages, by Dr. David Stewart, Phyfi- 
cian in Aberdeen, communicated to Dr. Duncan, 


A Private foldier of the 73d regiment, 
aged eighteen years, formerly a pedlar, 
and naturally of a healthy conftitution, was 
received into the hofpital at Aberdeen, on the 
25th of April, About twenty days before 
that he had been fcized with the meafles, when 
in the country, and in marching to town on 
the fecond day of their eruption, he was ex- 
pofed to cold, upon which they fuddenly dif- 


appeared. 


Having arrived in Aberdeen, he was quar- 
tered in a damp, ill-aired, under-ground apart- 
ment. He then complained of ficknefs at 
ftomach, great oppreffion about the precordia, 
head-ach, laffitude, and wearinefs on the leaft 
exertion, with ftiffnefs and rigidity of his 


knees, 
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knees, and other joints; the furgeon of the 


regiment vifited him: he was purged, but 
w'th little benefit. About ten days before, he 
ob:.: ved on the infide of his thighs, a number 
of ver: ‘mall, diftinct, red fpots, a little ele- 
vated abu the furface of the fkin, and much 


refembling tue appearance of {mall-pox. 


This eruption gradually “read itfelt over his 
whole bedy, and the puftules continued every 
day to incrceafe in fize, 

Upon being received into the hofpital, he 
complained of head-ach, ficknefs at ftomach, 
opprefion about the precordia, thirft, fore- 


‘throat, with difficulty of fwallowing; his tongue 


was foul, his fkin felt hot and feverifh, pulfe 
from 110 to 120, rather depreffed ; belly cof- 
tive, eyes dull and languid, but without deli- 
gium. The whole furface of his fkin was in- 
terfperfed with veficles, or phlyctenz, of the 
fize of an ordinary walnut. many of them were 
larger, efpeciaily on the arms and breaft. In 
the interftices, between the veficles, the ap- 
pearance of the fkin was natural, nor was there 
any rednefs round their bafe ; the diftance from 
Gne to another, was from half an inch toa 
hand-breadth, or more. In fi:me places, two 
or three were joined together, like the puftules 


in the confluent fmall-pox. A few veficles had 
| burft 
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burft of themfelves, and formed a whitiih 
feab, or cruft. Thefe were moftly on the 
neck and face; others fhewed a tolerably laud- 
able pus. However, by far the greateft num- 
ber were perfectly entire, turgid, and of 2 
bluith colour. Upon opening them, it was 
evident, that the cuticle elevated above the 
cutis, and diftended with a thin, yellowiih, 
femipellucid ferum, formed this appearance. 
Nor was the furface of the cutis ulcerated, or 
livid, but of a red florid colour, as when the 
cuticle is feparated by a blifter, or fuperficial 
burning. No other perfon laboured under a 
fimilar difeafe, either in the part of the coun- 
try from which he came, or when he refided 
in Aberdeen. 


This cafe was treated in the following man- 
ner. The largefl of the veficles were fnipped, 
and drefled with Uguent. e Lap. Calaminari. In 
the evening he was vomited with a folution of 
tartar emetic, given in fmall quantities, and at 
intervals. This alfo procured two loofe fools. 
Anc. he was ordered for drink, water-gruel, 
acidulated with lemon-juice. 


April 16. He ftill compiained of ficknefs, 
fome oppreffon about his breaft, and fore 
throat; he had flept little during the nigh', 

Vor. VI. No. 21. his 
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his tongue was foul and blackifh, his fkin, 
however, was not fo hot as the preceding day, 
his urine was high-coloured, but had the ape 
pearance of feparation ; his pulfe go, and {oft ; 
mofi of the fores on the trunk of the body 
looked clean. Others, particularly where the 
veficles were confluent, feemed beginning to 
ulcerate, and to have a bluifh fublivid appear- 
ance. They were drefled afrefh with cerate, 
and he was ordered the following medicines : 


kK Deco&. Cort. Peruvian. Z vis Vini Rubr. Lue 


fitan. M. Hvjas mixture capiat. % 
tertia quaque hora. 


Flis acidulated drink was continued; and, on 
account of tie very offenfive fmcil on ap- 
proaching near him, fome vinegar was placed 
in a bafon before the bed, and fprinkled on 


the floor; and the room was kept properly 
aired, 


April 17. His fores Icoked tolerably clean, 
unlefs on his arms and thighs; where they were 


livid, a little ulcerated, and difcharged a bloody 
ichor, 


His head-ach, ficknefs, &c. were moftly 


mone; his tongue was rather cleaner ; pulfe 68, 


and foft. As the cccottion of the bark fit eafily 


On 


Jf 
ae 
7 


4 
| 
i} 
| 
if 
, 
| 
| 
; 
: 


COMMENTARIES. 


on his ftomach, the following prefcription was 
ordered. 
Pulv. Subtiliff. Cort. Peruv. Vini Rubri 


Lufitan. Aque fontan. aa Z {3. M. ft. Hauft. 
tertia quaque hora repetend. 


The acidulated drink was continued, and frefh 
dreffings applied to the fores. 


April 18. The little ulcers on his arms and 
thighs ftill difcharged a bloody ichor, and 
looked ill; his other complaints were better ; 
pulfe 82. The bark had not naufeated him, 
and it was continued as well as his former drink. 


April 19. His fores looked greatly cleaner 
and better; the fever was gone, his pulfe na- 
tural, and had no complaint but weaknefs, and 
a troublefome itching of the fkin: the Peru- 
vian bark, &c. were continued. 


April 20. Some of the ulcers ftill poured 
forth a bloody ichor; moft of them, how- 
ever, looked well, and had begun to heal— 
fever gone—medicines continued. 


From the 21ft of April, he went on gaining 
ftrength, and his fores appeared to heal faft; 
he was defired to take only four dofes of bark 
every day; and by the 27th, his fores, &c. 
were totally dried up—he had no 0 complaint— 
was difmiffed cured. 
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Although I had never before feen a cafe fi- 
milar to the above, yet I did not hefitate to 
conclude, that the difeafe belonged to the tribe 
of exanthemata; and had, in a greater or lefs 
degree, a putrid tendency : having formed this 
idea, it was evident, that if a remiffion of the 
fever could be procured, the bark, with acids, 
were the remedies moft to be trufted to. 


Upon looking into the Nofologia Metho- 
dica of M.de Sauvages, and examining the 
different genera of the order of exanthemata, 
1 found that the chara€ter of his 93d Genus, 
to which he gives the name of Pemphicus, al- 
mott in every particular with the 
hiftory given above; and that of the four fpe- 
cies into which he divides this genus, the pre- 
fent cafe was cicarly. the firft of thefe, or the 


Pemphicus Major. 


Both Dr. Culicn and Vogel nearly agree 


with Sauvages in their character of this genus 


of the Heaheiats. The former alfo, gives 


atthe name of Pempbieus, and the latter that 
Febris Buliofa. Carolus Pifo too, in his Con- 


filia Selecta, gives the hiftory of a cafe 
fimilar ; 


nearly 
; and the Febris Syneches cum Fojculis per 


pettus &S Collum Sparfis of Dr. Morton, feems alfo 
to belong to the fame genus, 


if 
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IV. 


Hiftory of aa uncommon Cafe ia Delivery. By Dr. 
Robert Maitland, of Edindurgh. Commuii- 
cated to Dr. Duncan. 


ARLY in the morning of the 5th of Au- 
euft, I was called to the affiftance of a 
poor woman, in labour of her firft child. She 
was about 28 years cld, and of a very fmall 
ftature, though without any apparent defor- 
mity. I was informed by the midwife who 
attended, that her pains had been frequent and 
fevere fince the morning of the preceding dav, 
that the membranes had burft, and the waters 
come away, mixed with blood, an hour before 
my arrival; and that ever fince, pure blood 
had continued to flow copioufly from the va- 
gina. 1 was further told, that there was fome- 
thing extraordinary in the cafe, and that I muft 
immediately take fome method of delivering 
the patient, who was finking under a violent 
flooding, 

The pulfe was indeed fecbie, and I was a 
good deal alarmed, when upon touching to 
examine the progrefs of the labour, and dif- 
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cover what there might be uncommon in the 
cafe, I found, covering the os externum, a 


large foft tumor, very much refembling in 
feel the membranes of the foctus, when far 
protruded before they break in delivery. So, 
much, indeed, had it this appearance, that L 
did not, for fome time, find out the deception, 
till by gliding my finger ail around the bafe of 
the {welling, I came at laft to the os externum, 
where I found the child’s head prefenting, and 
ftrictly locked in the pelvis. The tumor, 
though it thus fpread itfelf all over the mouth 
of the vagina, now evidently appeared to be 
an enlargement of the right labium pudendi 
only. It was nearly as large as a new-born 
child’s head, and the infide of the labium was 
turned fo much outwards, that on the firft ap- 
plication of the hand, the fkin and hairs of the 
parts was not at all felt. In fhort, on the fur- 
face there was no mark by which to diftinguifh 
it from the protruded membranes; and I am 
apt to fufpect the midwife had in reality fallen 
into this miftake; and that an opening into it, 
which I now difcovered on the infide, had 
been made by her on that fuppofition. It was 
big enough to admit my middle finger, and 
from it the difcharge of blood, formerly men- 
tioned, evidently proceeded. 

Having 
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Having never read of any complaint of this 
kind happening during delivery, and never be- 
fore met with any fuch in practice, I immedi- 
ately refolved to confult Dr. Young, a genilc- 
man to whom I lie under the greaieft obliga- 
tions. He was of opinion, that little’ or no 
danger was to be apprehended from the bleed- 
ing; as in thefe parts, a rupture of any confi- 
derable blood-veflels was fcarcely to be fuf- 
pected, and advifed to wait patiently for the 


delivery, when he imagined the fwelling would 


fubfide. 


In the mean time, it was fomented with a 
{trong infufion of chamomile flowers, and the 
hard parts, round the bafe of it, rubbed with 
camphorated fpirit of wine; but this laft ap- 
plication was afterwards laid afide, as occa- 
fioning fevere pain when it touched, or ap- 
proached the lips of the orifice. In the inter- 
vals of the fomentation, a warm cloth was 
kept conftantly applied. 


The birth advanced with a graduai, though 
flow progrefs, and before night, the fize of 
the {welling was confiderably diminifhed ; the 


flow of pure blood had ftopt, and only clots 


continued from time to time coming away. 


Aug. 
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Aug. 6. This morning the tumor was much 
the fame as laft mi@ht, and remained fs till fix 
in the evening, when the patient was delivered. 
Three hours after this, it had very much fub- 
fided, and I ordered the fame apptications to 

continued, 


Aug. 7. She had an incontinence of urine, sy 
and complained much of pain in the bettom 
of tue belly; and I difcovered, that in the 1:3 

birth, the perinzum had been lacerated almoit 
quite to the anus, it had efeoped the 
obfervation of the midwife who delivered her. | 
The fwelling was aimoft quite gone, and only 
difcharged a {mall quantity of purulent matter | 
from the edges of the orifice. £. 

The parts were wathed frequently with milk 
and water, and the laccrated perineum crefled 


with Ung. Baftl, Flav. The diicharee, which 
was at firft extremely offenfive, focn became 
fo, and diminifhed in quantity, ‘The in. 
continence of urine continued only two or three 
days, and the patient had a very good reco- 
VEry. 


Some Obfervations on the CASE. 


The cafe. of cur nt is one that very 
seldom eccurs; Dr. Young, in the ofa 
long 
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jong and extenfive practice, never met with an 
 aftance of it; the only perfon, indecd, that I 
know of who has fecn or defcribed it is Dr. 
M‘Bride, of Dublin, Vid. Lond. Med. Oo- 
ferv, Vol. V. But there is a difference betwixt 
the two examples he relates, and the one now 
under confideration, both the former appeared 
after delivery, the later began during the la- 
bour, and therefore we have thought proper 
to deferibe it, efpecially with a view to prevent 
the danger of miftaking it for the protrufion 
of the membranes of the feetus, diftended by 
the waters, a miftake which could not fail to 
occafion much confufion and groundlefs appre- 
henfion. 


After finding that the fwelling was confined 
to one of the labia pudendi, I fufpected it to 
be a hernia; but as the patient had never per- 
ceived any enlargement in tlrat place before her 
in-lying, this fuppofition was not probable ; 
and upon introducing my finger at the open- 
ing, I was foon convinced that there was no- 
thing contained in it but coagulated blood. 


It would feem that by the preflure of the 
child’s head, and the violent ftretching of the 
parts during the labour pains, fome of the 
{mall blcood-veffels had been burft, and had 


depo- 


ye 
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depofited a quantity of blood in the cellular 
membrane, which is interpofed betwixt the 
Goublings of the fkin that form the labia pu- 
dendi, ‘That this is the nature of the {well- 
appears more probable, we compare 
it to the hemorrhoids, which it exactly refem- 
bles; and I am perfuaded that the fame aftrin- 
gent applications which are proper in them, 
would, likewife, in this cafe, be the beft reme- 
dics. With regard to the orifice, which we 
have conjectured to have been made by the 
midwife, it muft be allowed, that the fwelling 
may have burft of its own accord; yet I am 
inclined to think otherwife, from its having 
happened before the internal lining of the va- 
gina, (a firm, compact, membrane) could, in 
all probability, have given way, and from the 
great difficulty there was of diftinguifhing the 
{welling from the furface of the protruded 
nembranes. 

I purpofely avoid faying any thing of the 
incontinence of urine, or the laceration of the 
perinzum ; they are not uncommon accidents 
in laborious cafes; nor would an account of 
them contribute to the right underftanding the 
{yclling, which alone | meant to defcribe. 
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SECT. If. 


Medical News. 


R. Andrew Lumifden, in a letter to 
{ Charles Webfter, one of the phyficians 
to the Public Difpenfary at Edinburgh, dated 
at Montbard, Sept. 20, 1778, gives the fol- 
lowing account of a work in which that juftly 
celebrated philofopher M. le Comte de Buffon 
has been lately engaged. 

«¢ M. le Comte de Buffon has been pleafed 
to communicate to me, partly printed, and 
partly in manufcript, Les Epoques de la 
Nature, which he will! foon prefent to the pub- 
lic. The learned, eloquent, and amiable au- 
thor feems to have excelled even himielf, in 
this ingenious and fublime work, I have not 


at 


~ 
* 
x 


at prefent time to analize, and fhall therefore 
only attempt to give you a flight idea of it. 

«Asin civil hiftory we confult records, we 
examine medals, we decipher ancient inicrip- 
tions, to determine epochs of human revolu- 
tions, and to cftablifh the dates of mora} 
events; fo in natural hiftory we mult examine 
the archives of the world, draw from the 
bowels of the earth its ancient monuments, 
collect its ruins, and unite, in a body of 
proofs, all the marks of phyfical changes, 
which may point out to us the differcnt ages 
of the world. This is the only means to fix 
fome epochs in the immenfity of fpace, and 
to place a certain number of wmile-flones in the 
road of time. 


<¢ This is what M, de Buffon has done ia his 
Hifiory of the ipochs of Nature. His theory 
is founded on the following principles, viz. 

“sft. The carth is clevated at the equator, 
and flattened at the poles, in the proportion 
that the laws of gravity and centrifugal force 
require. 

The terreftrial globe has intertor heat, 
which is proper to it, and which is independ- 
ent of that which the rays of the fun can com- 
municate to it, 

3°. 
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é¢ 29, The heat which the fun beftows on the 
earth is fmall, compared to the proper heat of 
the terreftrial globe; and the heat of the fun 
would not be fufficient to keep nature alive. 


«4°, The matter of which the terreftrial 


slobe is compofed, is, in general, of the na- 
ture of glafs, and may be reduced to glafs. 


<6 go, We find on the furface of the earth, and 
even in mountains from 1500 to 2000 toifes 
high, a vaft quantity of fhelis, of the produc- 
tion of the fea. 

¢¢ Having eftablifhed thefe principles, by 2 
variety of proofs and obfervations, he traces fe- 
ven epochs of nature. 

y, When the eartu and pianets acquired 
their form. 

“62, When matter, being confolidated, form- 
ed the interior rock of the globe, as well as the 
ereat vitrifiable mafics which are on its furface. 

¢¢ 2, When the waters covered our continent, 


6 4, When the waters retired, and the vol- 
canos began tp act, 


“5, When the-elcephants, and other animals 


of the fouth, lived in the countrics of the 
north, 
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<¢ 6, When the continents were feparated. 
And, 


<< 7, When the power of man feconded that 
of nature. 


‘In eftablifhing thefe epochs, he is obliged 
to make the world much older than we com- 
monly fuppofe it. He therefore interprets 
Mofes’s fix days of the creation, to mean fix 
different periods, diftant from each other. 


¢¢ It was on account of Les Epoques de la 
Nature, that M. Gueneau de Montbeillard, 
the friend and affociate worthy of M. de Buf- 
fon, made him the following compliment on 
his birth-day, the 7th of this month. 


O jour heureux qui vis naitre Buffon 
Nous te beniffons tous avec effufion 
Et tu fera chez la race future 


Pour les amis du vrai, du beau, de la raifor, 
Une Epoque de la Nature, 


The following account of a method by 
which the inhabitants of the weftern ifles of 
Scotland, excite a fever and cure the rickets, 
has lately been communicated to Dr. Duncan, 
by an ingenious gentleman, in whofe veracity 
and accuracy our readers may put great de- 
pendence, 
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«© We are indebted to the moft uncultivated 
part of mankind for many ufeful difcoveries, 
efpecially in medicine ; and however inexpli- 
cable they may be by our theories, yet even 
the moft unpromifing of them deferve atten- 
tion and trial, more efpecially when they may 
prove ufeful in faving the lives of many of our 
fellow-creatures. 


“<; The medicine made ufe of in the weftern 
iflands for the cure of the rickets, is an oil ex- 
traéted from the liver of the fkate-fifh, The 
method of application is as follows. Firft, 
the wrifts and ancles are rubbed with the oil in 
the evening ; this immediately raifes a fever of 
feveral hours duration; when the fever from 
the firft rubbing fubfides, the fame parts are 
rubbed again the night following, and repeat- 
edly, as long as the rubbing of thefe parts con- 
tinucs to excite the fever: after no fever can be 
excited by rubbing the wrifts and ancles alone, 
they are rubbed again along with the knees and 
eloows. ‘This increafed unction brings on the 
fever again ; and is practifed as before, till it 
no longer has that effect. Then the vertebrze 
and fides are rubbed along with the former 
parts, and this unction, which again brings on 
the fever, 1s repeated as the former. When 

no 


. 


| ho fever can be longer excited by this undétion, ie 
| a flannel fhirt, dipped in the oil, is put upon Fag 
: the body of the patient ; this brings on a more . 
- violent and fenfible fever than any of the for- ne 
micr unctions, and is continued till the cure is 4 
completed, which commonly it is in a fhort 
time.” 
it 
The following account of the good effccts ee 
devived from the powder of the Verruce Fqui- 
nz in cancerous aficctions, has becn recome 
mended to Dr. Duncan, by Mr. John Bell, 
one of the clerks in the Royal Infirmary at 
idinbureh, 
Jately reccived a very extraordinary 


hhiftory of the effects of the powder of the 
Verruce AEquing, in a cafe of cancer, from a 
furgeon in very great practice in the fouth of 
~cotland, 

‘¢ A lady had been cut for a icirrhous mam- 
ma, and in about a year and a half after the ope- 
ration, feveral fmail ill-conditioned ulcers ap- 
peared about the cicatrix of the fermer wound. 
Two eminent phyficians were confulted: they 
advifed the ufe ef mercury, wiih the decoct. 
lignorum ; and at the fame time obferved that 
they did not expect to be of much fervice to 

her, 
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her, as, from all appearances, fhe was dying very 
faft. Thefe remedies were tried without any 
benefit, and when fhe was reduced to the loweft 
ftate, this medicine was eagerly grafpced at by 
her friends. Her furgeon, in order to pleafe 
them, prepared a quantity of it, and gave it 
to her in the dofe of ij twice or thrice a day. 
Its operation was by fweating, which, he fays, 
it produced very powerfully. Soon after this, 
the ulcers began to look better, the fiying pains 
abated, her appetite and colour returned. She 
was again reftored to as good health as fhe had 
enjoyed for fome years before. However, fhe 
at the fame time had a prolapfus uteri, and {e- 
veral other bad fymptoms concurring, uncon- 
nected with the complaint of her breaft, fhe 
was brought to the fame weak ftate in which 
fhe had formerly been, and is now either dead 
or dying. Still, however, fhe continues the 
Pulvis Verruce A&quine, and fince fhe began 
the ufe of it, has been free from the pain in 
her breaft, and the flying pains over her body, 
which formerly gave her fo much uneafinefs, 
The fores never healed, but the difcharge from 
them was perfectly mild. 


‘* IT am alfo informed by the fame gentle- 
man, that a lady in Cockermouth has been 
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completely cured of a cancer in her breaft, 
which had returned after the operation, en- 
tirely, as he fays, by the ufe of the fame re- 
medy. She continued it for three months or 
upwards, 


There is perhaps no funétion of the animal 
ceconomy which has been more the fubje& of 
inquiry and experiment, than that power by 
which living animals generate heat. Although 
many hypothefes have been offered concerning 
this function, yet no theory has been prefented 
to the public, fupported on arguments fo con- 
vincing, as to obtain general belief, at leaft for 
any length of time ; and indeed, almoft every 
ingenious phyfiologift, probably from his being 
fenfible of the objections which occurred to 
the theories contended for by others, has on 


this fubject held an opinion peculiar to him- 
felf. 


While Dr. Duncan taught the inftitutions of 
medicine in the Univerfity of edinburgh, dur- 
ing the winter 1774, he endcavoured to refute 
not only the common hypothefes on this fub- 
ject which are to be found in phyfiological 
iyftems, and which refers animal heat to mix- 
ture, putrefaction, fri€tion, or fimilar caufes, 

but 
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but likewife the do¢trines which were taught 
by thofe ingenious and learned profeffors, Dr. 
Cullen and Biack ; the firft of whom imagined 
that animal heat was to be explained from of- 
cillations excited in the nervous fluid, while 
the laft referred it to the effect of refpiration 
on the living fyftem. After ftating what to 
him appeared to be objections fufficiently valid 
for overturning their opinions, he fubmitted to 
the confideration of the ftudents, a conjecture 
of his own with refpect to the caufe of this 
property, poffeffed by living animal bodies. 

Dr. Duncan’s hypothefis is, that animal heat 
is produced by the evolution of the phlogifton, 
or principle of inflammability, contained in the 
blood ; and that this evolution is brought about 
by the action of the blood-veffels. 


This doétrine, which Dr. Duncan then 
taught and ftill teaches, he endeavours to 


prove by attempting to demonftrate the fol- 
lowing propofitions. 


1. That the blood does contain phlogifton. 

2. That this phlogifton is evolved, extri- 
cated, or brought into a ftate of activity and 
motion, by the action of the blood-veffels to 
which it is fubjeéted in the courfe of circu- 
lation. 


G 2 3. That 
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3. That the evolution of phlogifton is a 
: caufe which, through nature, produces heat, 
H whether that heat be apparentlyexcited by mix- 
i ture, fermentation, percuffion, fri€tion, in- be. 
flammation, ignition, or any fimilar caufe. oor 


And laftly, that this heat, which muft be 
produced in confequence of the evolution of 
| the phlogifton from the blood of different ani- . 
: mals, is, in all probability, equal to the higheft a, 
; degree of heat which thefe animals in any cafe 
poficfs. 


| Having thus endeavoured to prove, that the 
| caufe which he affiens for animal heat, does . 


exift, and is adequate to the effeét which he 
afcribes to it; he next attempts to fhew, that 
. this theory explains ali the phenomena of ani- 
mal heat ; and he thinks that upon this ground, 
a isiional and fatisfactory explanation may be 
eivci of all thofe circumftances which have 
been employed by modern phyfiologifts as ar- 
euments in fupport of particular theories, or 
as objections to them. Among other pheno- 
mena, he endeavours to account for the gene- 
yal connection which the heat of the human 
body has with the motion of the blood; for 
thofe ftriking exceptions to this which occur in 
fome particular inflances, and which afford un- 


furmountable 
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iy furmountable objections to the theories refer- 
Pe ing animal heat to friction or fimilar caufes ; 
ee for the equality of heat in every part of the 
bos. fyftem in a ftate of health ; for the increafe or. 
ee diminution of it in particular parts, which fome- 


times takes place in difeafe ; for the ftability of 
a heat in.animals of every different genus, while 
they continue in a healthful condition, al- 
BS though they be expofed to very different de- 
grees of heat in the furrounding atmofphere ; 
for the connexion which the heat of animals 
of different genera, and even of the fame ani- 
mal at different times, has with the flate of re- 
{piration ; and laftly, for the degree of heat 
which different animals poffefs, being greater 
or Jefs in proportion as their circulating fluids 
have more or lefs of a red colour. From the 
confideration of thefe different particulars, Dr. 
Duncan is led to conclude, that the ready ex- 
planation which this theory affords of the lead- 
ing phenomena, tends greatly to confirm the 
evidence in fupport of it, drawn from other cir- 


cumftances. 


Among the gentlemen who attended Dr. 
Duncan’s lectures at the time when he firtt 
taught this doétrine was, Dr. Patrick Dugud 
Leflie, now phyfician at Durham, who not 


G 3 only 


, 
| 
| 
+= 
= 
by 
> 


only adopted the opinion, but foon afterwards 
made it the fubject of his inaugural differta- 
tion, when he obtained the degree of Doétor 
of Medicine from the univerfity of Edinburgh. 
In that Differtation, which is entitled, De Ca- 
loris Animalium Caufa Differtatio, and which 
Dr. Dugud publicly defended on September 12, 
1775, befides employing the rcafoning which 
had before been ufed by Dr. Duncan, he tup- 
ports the hypothefis by many other ingenious 
arguments. Since that time Dr. Dugud’s atten- 
tion has, it feems, been much employed upon 
this fubject, and he lately diftributed the prof- 
pectus of a work which is already in the prefs, 
and will fpeedily be publifhed. This work is 
entitled, A Philofophical Enquiry into the 
Caufe of Animal Heat, with incidental Obfer- 
vations on feveral Phyfiological and Chymical 
Queftions conneéted with the fubjc@&. 


According to the analyfis which has been di- 
tributed, the principal fubjects incidentally 
treated of are the following : 


ift. Nature and propertics of phlogifton, or 
the elementary principle of fire. 


2. The caufe of the augmentation of weight 
in metallic calcinations. 


3 The caute of colour 3 in the blood and bile. 
| 4. The 
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4. The final caufe of refpiration. 


sg. The changes which atmofpherical air fuf- 
fers by contributing to inflammation, or by 
entering the lungs of living animals. 


6. The principal doctrines of the nature of 
fire. 


7. The phenomenon of the ethereal medi- 
um, the eleétric fluid ad phlogifton, with 
proofs of their identity. 


§, The nature of light. 


9. The extenfive influence of the phlogif- 
tic fluid in the operations of nature. 


10. The general laws of heat, &c. 


Although many of thefe inquiries cannot be 
confidered as ftrictly connected with the caufe 
of animal heat, yet they refpec& interefting 
queftions in natural fcienee ; and the prefump- 
tion is, that the lover of philofophy, as well 
as the phyfiologift, may find amufement in the 
perufal of what is faid with refpect to them. 


We have already given fome account of 
the building ereéted at Edinburgh, for the ufe 
of the Medical Society of that place. Every 


one who has formerly been acquainted with | 
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the Societ, and who has fill an opportunity 
of vifiting it, is now fuily fenfibie of the ad- 
Vantages which have refultcd from this mea- 
fure. We cannot give a better account of its 
prefent fate than in the words of a very ele- 
gant valecictory addrefs, delivered by Dr. Parry, 


one of their prefidents, at the conclufion of the 
la% winter feffion. 


‘s Ever fince the inftitution of the Medical 
Society, if Nas continued to gre OW and flourifh. 
Jes debates have been conducted wich a liberal 
ffarit of inquiry. Truth has been ‘all ured from 
her deepeft recefles, and exhibited in all 
native charms. 


Error, however fheltercd, and however 
diiguifed, has been boldly arrefiec, firipped 
of every adventitious ornamicnt, and expofed 
in all his genuine deformity. The knowing 
have freely communicated their knowledge ; 
the uninformed have profited; and all have 
reaped their fhare of the general harveit of {ci- 
ence. 


During a long refidence in this univerfity, 
Thave been myicif a witnels of its growing 
worth ; and 1 can with truth declare, that I 
have never feen. that period when it has been 
adorned with fo many able locakers, or en- 
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riched with fo many excellent differtations, as 
during the paft feffion. We have been fa- 
youred with numerous effays, which would 
have done honour to the moft active experi- 
menter, the profoundeft reafoner, the moft ex- 
perienced practitioner, and even the ableft rhe- 
torician.” 


But even in this flourifhing ftate, the fo- 
ciety fill found, that from their not being 
a corporate body, there were difficulties in 
obtaining complete titles to their real property, 
and in fecuring and managing both it and their 
valuable cclleétion of medical books, and other 
moveable effects, fo that they might remain 
with the fociety in perpetua! fucceffion, agree- 
able to the defign of the contributors. They 
were therefore advifed to prefent a petition to 
his majefty, praying, that he would be moft 
eracioufly pleafed to grant his royal charter, or 
ietters patent, erecting them into a body poli- 
tic, or legal incorporation. In confequence of 
this petition, his majefty has granted a war- 
rant, dated at St. James’s, the 14th day of 


December, 1778, from which the following 
claufe is extracted. 


«¢ Fiis majefty being fatisfied that the defign 
of the petitioners is laudable, and that they 


de- 


j 


deferve encouragement, does therefore ordain 
a patent, or charter, to be paffed, or expede 
under the feal appointed by the treaty of Union, 
to be kept and ufed in Scotland, in place of 
the great feal formerly ufed there, conftituting, 
-ere€ting, and incorporating, as his majefty, by 
his prerogative royal, and fpecial grace, for 
himfelf, and his royal fucceffors, hereby confti- 
tutes, erects, and incorporates, and perpetually 
eftablifhes and confirms, the faid Robert Freer, 
James Melliar, Andrew Wardrop, and Caleb 
Parry, and their fucceflors, prefidents of the 
faid fociety for the time being ; and other per- 
fons, who now are, or hereafter fhall be, mem- 
bers of the faid fociety, into one body, politic 
and corporate, or legal incorporation, under the 
name and title of Tie Medical Society of Edin- 
burgh; and as fuch, and by fuch name, to have 
perpetual endurance and fuccefon; and tobe 
able and capable to take and hold property, 
real and perfonal, and to fue, plead, defend, 
and anfwer; and to be fued, impleaded, de- 
fended, and anfwered, in all, or any of his 
majefty’s courts of juftice, and in other ref- 
pects to act, or do, agreeable to the law 
and practice of his majefty’s kingdoms in 
ike cafes. | 
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While this grant will put the property of 
the fociety, on the moft fecure, convenient, 
and honourable foundation, it cannot fail alfo, 
to contribute to the extenfion of their literary 
ufefulnefs ; and it muft prompt every mem- 
ber to exert redoubled efforts, in endeavour- 


ing to render the fociety worthy of this pre- 
eminence. 


That the expence of this charter might 
not prevent the fociety from fpeedily com- 
pleting thofe parts of their building which 
are ftill unfinifhed ; and particularly that it 
might not retard them in fitting up the apart- 
ments intended for chymical and philofophical 
expériments, a fub{cription was fome time ago 
fet on foot among the members of the fociety, 
for defraying this additional expence; and 
many of thofe who formerly contributed to- 
wards the building of the hall, have again 
become contributors for this purpofe, among 
which number are all the prefent medical pro- 
feffors. It is hoped alfo, that many others, 
who neither want ability nor inclination to 
give aid to an inftitution calculated folely for — 
the advancement of medical fcience, will not 
overlook the prefent exertions of the Medical 
Society ; and that its members in particular, 
wherever they are, will, according to their ref- 


pective 
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pective powers, contribute, and promote con- 
‘tributions, which may tend to the comple- 
tion of thofe valuable objeéts at which the fo- 
ciety aims. 


Contributions are received at Edinburgh by 
Dr. Andrew Wardrop, Dr. Edward Stevens, 
Mr. Stephen Pellet, and Mr. John Ford, pre- 
fent annual prefidents of the fociety; or by 
Dr. Andrew Duncan, prefent treafurcr. Con- 
tributions will alfo be regularly tranfmitted to 
the fociety when paid at London, to Mr. John 
Murray, Bookfeller, N° 32, Fleet-ftreet. 


The Hiftory of Epedemics, by Hippocrates, 
in feven books, tranflated into Englifh, with 
notes and obfervations by Samuel Farr, M. D. 
has been for fome time in the prefs, and will 
fpeedily be publifhed. It is in general allow- 
ed that this work of Hippocrates contains not 
only the moft ancient but the moft valuable ob- 
fervations in phyfic and furgery. The pre- 
fenting it therefore to the public, in a proper 
Englith drefs, is an undertaking well meriting 
approbation and encouragement. And the 
proofs which Dr. Farr has already, on many 
occafions, given of his hiterary abilities, fuffi- 
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ciently demonftrate that he is by no means un- 
equal to the tafk he has undertaken. We may 
therefore hope that the lofs which many prac- 
titioners fuftain, from their not being able to 
have ready accefs to the original, will be in a 
great meafure compenfated by this tranflation. 


A Medical Regifter for the year 1779 is pro- 
pofed to be printed at London, and continued 
annually. ‘This work is intended to include a 
gencral catalogue of the phyficians, furgeons, 
and apothecaries in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and likewife of the profeffors of medicine in 
our own and foreign univerfities, and of many 
eminent phyficians and furgeons on the con- 
tinent. But in the profpectus of this work, 
which has been publifhed, the editors obferve, 
that they do not mean to offer it to the public 
merely as a regifter of names. ‘They propofe 
alfo to give fhort accounts of all the incorporat- 
ed medical bodies in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, of the different medical charities through- 
out thefe kingdoms, and of the Britifh and 
foreign univerfities, as far at Icaft at refpects 
the medical department. Befides thefe, many 
other articles are mentioned tn the genera! view 
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of the contents of the work, which muft 
equally ferve to gratify curiofity and to afford 
inftruction. Among other particulars, they 
propofe to conclude the work with a catalogue 
of the medical books publifhed in different 
parts of Europe during the year 1978, giving 
a concife character of fuch as are worthy of 
notice. This article alone, if it be properly 
executed, cannot fail to render the work high- 
ly acceptable to every lover of medical fcience. 
And as it is intended that the publication fhall 
be an annual one, under this head new and 
important materials will conftantly be afforded. 
The editors ftrenuoufly folicit the kind affift- 
ance of gentlemen of the faculty tefident in 
the Britifh dominions, in fending lifts of the 
practitioners fettled in different cities and towns, 
and accounts of the feveral county infirmaries. 
And they defire that correfpondents will be 
pleafed to fend their letters addreffed to Mr. 
John Murray, bookfeller, N& 32, Fleet-ftreet, 
London. 


2 


We formerly mentioned that Mr. Andrew 
Bell, an eminent engraver in Edinburgh, was 
eagaged in preparing for publication a new 
edition of the tables of the fkeleton and muf- 
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cles of the human body, by Dr. Bernard Sieg- 
fried Albinus, tranflated from the Latin. And 
as a {pecimen of this work, three tables of the 
bones, and one of the mufcles, were publifh- 
ed about a year ago. We have the pleafure 
of informing our readers, that the remaining 
part of the tables are now finifhed, and that 
the whole will be fpeedily publifhed. As far 
as we are capable of judging, thefe engravings 
are executed in fuch a manner as muft render 
this work a very valuable addition to the l- 
brary of every lover of anatomy. And if it 
has fuffered in fome particulars from the reduc- 
tion of the fize, it is thereby rendered both 
more commodious, and much cheaper than 
any former edition, while at the fame time 
all the parts and characters appear to be ex- 
preffed with equal diftinétnefs. And the out-. 
lines are engraved in a bolder manner than in 
the original, which renders the expreffion of 
the different parts more apparent. 


Dr. Alexander Monro, profeffor of anatomy 
at Edinburgh, has lately taught in his lece 
tures many particulars refpecting the brain 
and nerves, which are entirely new, and which 

mutt 


| 
| 

i 
} 
J 
ij 
| 

ke 


mutt lead to very different opinions refpeéting 
thefe organs, from what any phyfiologifts have 
hitherto entertained. He has alfo read a 
paper on the fame fubject in the Philofophica! 
Society of Edinburgh. 


Of his defcriptions, which are founded en- 
tirely on microfcopical obfervation, conjoined 
with nice diffection, and which are illuftrat- 
ed by numerous engravings, we cannot at pre- 
fent pretend to give a fufficient account. We 
may only obferve, that he finds the ftructure 
of thefe parts to be very different from what 
was formerly imagined. He has difcovered 
that the brain and nerves, in all claffes of ani- 
mals, in place of ftraight fibres are every where 
compofed of convoluted fibres, nearly 3. 
part of an inch in diameter, which do not 
feem to ke hollow, but folid. 


He finds that their extent in the fyftem is 
much greater than has ever been believed ; and 
that they not only enter the compofition of 
parts intended for fenfe and motion, but alfo 
of every other part of the body. ‘Thus he 
has difcovered them -penetrating to the very 
extremities of the longeft hairs; and in great 
numbers entering the compofition of the cutt- 
cule and nails. He farther alledges, that the 
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bulk of all our organs depends chiefly on their 
nerves; and that when mufcles or bowels are 
cut tranfverfely, many more nerves are divided 
than when the fame operation is done upon the 


cord, called by anatomifts the nerve of that part. 


He finds alfo, that a fyftem of convoluted 


fibres, in every refpect analogous to the 


nerves of the human body, is to be difcovered 
throughout the whole vegetable kingdom. 
Nay, that the metals, femi-metals, earths, and 
falts, confift almoft entirely of convoluted 
and ferpentine fibres, fimilar to the nerves. of 
animals in fize and fhape. 


How far the teflimony of future obfervers 
will confirm Dr. Monro’s defcriptions, 1s not 
for us to determine. But we may venture 
without hefitation to affert, that if the account 
which he has given ftands the teft of fceptical 
{crutiny, it muft be confidered as the greateft 
anatomical difcovery which has been made 


for many years. 


A Hiftory of Edinburgh, by Hugo Arnot, 


-_efq. advocate, is in the prefs, and will fpeedily be 


publifhed, in which a full and accurate account 
is given of the Medical fchools at that place. 
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‘Lift of New Books. 


N enquiry into the original ftate and for- 

mation of the earth; deduced from 
facts, and the Jaws of nature. To which is 
added an appendix, containing fome general 
obfervations on the ftrata in Derbyfhire, with 
fections of them, reprefenting their arrange- 
ment, affinities, and the mutations they have 
fuffered at different periods of time; intended 
to illuftrate preceding inquiries, and asa fpe- 
cimen of fubterrancous geography. By John 
Whitehurft. 4to. London, 


Hiftorical and practical enquiries on the fec- 
tion of the fymphyfis of the pubis, as a fub- 
ftitute for the Czfarian operation, performed 
at Paris by Mr. Sigault, October 2d, 1777. 
By Mr. Alphonfe le Roy, Doctor Regent of 
the Faculty of Phyfic in Paris, and Profeffor 
of Midwifery, &c. Tranflated from the 
French by Lewis Poignand, of the Corpora- 
tion 
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tion of Surgeons, London, and Surgeon to the 
Weftminfter Lying-in-hofpital. 8vo, London. 


An experimental fyftem of metallurgy, with 
general remarks and explanations. By the 
late John Henry Hampe, M. D. fellow of the 


Imperial Academy ; and of the Royal Society 
of London. Folio. London. 


An effay on the eryfipelas, or that diforder 
commonly called St. Anthony’s fire. By James 


Bureau, member of the corporation of Sur- 
geons. 8vo. London. 


Thefaurus medicus five difputationum in 
academia Edinenfi, ad rem medicam pertinen- 
tium a Collegio inftituto ad hoc ufque tempus, 
deleétus, a Gulielmo Smellio, S. P. E. S. Ha- 
bitus. Tom. 2. 8vo, Edinburghi. 


Memoires fur le maniere dont les animaux 
font affeétes par differens fluides aeriformes, 
mephiliques et fur les moyens de remedier aux 


effets de ces fluides. P.M. Bucquet. 8vo. 
Paris. 


Memoire fur le philogiftique confideré 
comme le caufe du develloppement de la vie. 
Par M. Senebier. 8vo. Geneve. 
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Precis de la matiere medicale contenant ce 
gu’il importe de favoir fur la nature, les pro- 
priétés et les dofes des medicamens tant fimples 
qu’ officinaux, avec un grand nombre de for- 
mules: par. M. Lieutaud, Dotteur Regent de 
la faculté de medecine de Paris, premier me- _ 
decin du Roi, de |’ Academie Royale de Paris, 
& de la Société Royale de Londres, nouvelle 
edition, revue par |’ auteur, deux volumes, 4to. 
Paris. 


Recherches phyfiques fur la nature de lair 
nitreux & de lair dephlogiftique, par M. V 
Abbé Felix Fontana, phyficien de S. A. R. le 
grand Duc de Tofcane, & dire€teur ce cabi- 
net royal d’ hiftoire naturelle a Florence, Svo. 
Paris. 


Eloge hiftorique de M. Theophile de Bor- 
deu, Doctcur regent de la faculté de medecine 
de Paris, medicin de Montpellier: par J. J. 
Gardane, Dotteur regent de la faculté de me- 
decine de Paris. 8vo. Paris. 


Inftruction abregée fur les maladies des en- 
fans, par A. J. B. M. Guenet, Docteur regent 
de la faculté de medecine. 8vo. Paris. 

Differtation fur ? huile de Palma Chrifti ou 

? huile ce Ricin que Von appelle communé- 
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ment huile de Caftor, &c. par le Doctteur 
Pierre Canvane, medecin a Bath; ouvrage tra- 
duit de l’Anglois, par M. Homart de Ja Cha- 
pelle, medecin de Paris. 8vo. Paris. 

Detail des fucces de l’etabliffement que Ja 
ville de Paris, a fait.en faveur des perfonnes 
noyées & qui a été adopté dans diverfes pro- 
vinces de France. Cinquieme partie. On y 
a joint differentes obfervations & divers avis 
fur les perfonnes fuffoquées par des effets me- 
phitiques quelconques, dont la plupart ont éte 
rappelles a la vie par des moyens analogues a 
ceux qu’on emploie en faveur des noyes: par 
M. Pia, ancien echevin de la ville de Paris. 
Paris. 

Memoire fur les funeftes effets du charbon, 
allumé, avec le detail des cures & des obfer- 
vations faites a Nancy fur le méme fujet, par 
M. Harmant, membie de I’ Academie des 
Sciences, & ‘confeiller-medecin ordinaire de 
feu S. M. le roi de Pologne, Duc de Lor- 
raine & de Bar. 8vo. Nancy. 
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